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INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


IRAQ, LEBANON REOPEN OIL TERMINAL--An agreement to reopen the export terminal 
in the Lebanese port of Tripoli was signed last week by Lebanese Oil Minister 
Mohammed Beydoun and his Iraqi counterpart, Tayeh Abdel-Karim as this news- 
letter had forecast in its November 16 issue. The agreement will also provide 
the refinery at Tripoli with Iraqi crude and Beirut newspapers quoted Mr Bey- 
doun as saying he hoped pumping would resume in December. But Syrian Oil 
Minister Abdel-Jabbar al-Dahhak said in an interview with REUTERS, that talks 
over opening Tripoli's link with the Iraqi pipeline to the Syrian port of 
Banias "are still going on," with difficulties over transit fees still to be 
resolved. This is despite an earlier Iraqi-Syrian agreement under which Syria 
earns 31.89 cents per barrel of Iraqi oil transported from the Kirkuk oil 
fields through Syrian territory to the Mediterranean. Iraq and Lebanon, on 
the other hand, have agreed that Lebanese transit fees will be 3.11 cents per 
barrel, according to Lebanese oil ministry sources. While the Lebanese tran- 
sit and loading fee is much less than expected, Lebanon still stands to bene- 
fit from a supply of crude oil pumped to Tripoli at least $1 cheaper per bar- 
rel than that currently shipped there by tanker from Tapline's terminal at 
Zahrani in southern Lebanon. Furthermore, oil supplies from Iraq will help 
Lebanon ease the pressure of growing demand. The tripoli refinery is expected 
to meet 60 per cent of total Lebanese demand. [Text] [Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB 
REPORT & MEMO in English No 47, 23 Nev 81 p 7] 


CSO: 4400/82 





AFGHANISTAN 


SOVIET ROLE IN AFGHAN AVIATION REVIEWED 
Tashkent PRAVDA VOSTOKA in Russian 11 Oct 81 p 4 
[Article by Ye. Sorkin: "'Dobrolet' Originated the Air Route to Afghanistan" ] 


[Text] In June of 1930, regular air transportation was introduced on the routing 
Moscow - Tashkent. The third international air route, Tashkent — Kabul, had come 
into service even earlier (the first was Moscow - Konigsberg, and the second 
Verkhne-Udinsk - Ulan-Bator). This was at the end of 1927. "Dobrolet" was the pio- 
neer that sponsored commissioning of this air service. Documents preserved in the 
Central State Archives of the USSR National Economy attest to this. The question of 
air transport between the USSR and Afghanistan was specifically discussed at confer- 
ences of its administration in June and October of 1927. L. N. Stark, USSR pleni- 
potentiary in Afghanistan, wrote from Kabul: "The practical implementation of ser- 
vice on this air route--which has in fact been operational since mid-September-—has 
convinced everyone in the most obvious way of its potential, expediency and conve- 
nience." 


Soviet pilots flew trial runs to Afghanistan and back and made thorough studies of 
the complicated air route over the Hindu Kush mountain range (over 5000 meters high) 
and of airplane operating conditions in both Soviet and Afghan territory. Detailed 
pilots' reports were drawn up in which their observations were expounded and differ- 
ent variants proposed. 


This resulted in a technical agreement being concluded between the administration of 
"Dobrolet" and the Afghanistan airline directorate with respect to the Tashkent - 
Kabul air route. 


The population of Afghanistan has maintained a friendly relationship with Soviet 
pilots. Pilot Ya. Paul’ relates in his report that he once had to make a forced 
landing in Afghanistan as a result of thick cloud cover over Hindu Kush. Afghan 
well-wishers came running to where the airplane had set down "and advised the pilot, 
through an interpreter, te get over the mountain range by heading towards Tash-Kur- 
gan. They assured him that the mountain sky was clear in that direction." The 
pilot flew his airplane as advised and, indeed, after breaking through the clouds, 
he soon came out into clear sky. Leaving the mountains behind, the airplane landed 
in Termez 40 minutes later. 














It must be stated that there was no meteorological service on the route at this time. 
Pilots frequently had to overcome significant difficulties in fighting the elements. 
Airplanes of the "Yunkers" variety--formerly in the "Dobrolet" inventory—-were not 
always able to endure the low temperatures and high altitude. However, there was not 
a single accident. The most experienced pilots flew this route--M. S. Semenov, F. D. 
Ivanov, E. I. Shvarts, ‘N. I. Baranov. They regularly iiew passengers and freight-- 
chiefly mail. Hero of the Soviet Union M. T. Slepnev later flew this route. : 


Ministers plenipotentiary of the Soviet Union in Afghanistan rendered "Dobrolet" full 
assistance in setting up uninterrupted air liaison between the USSR and Afghanistan. 


It is interesting now to recall these events of the far distant past-—now that the 
people of Afghanistan have achieved a revolution, winning genuine freedom and inde- 
pendence, and considering that our country came to the aid of its neighbor to the 
south. Today the air route of friendship is serviced by Aeroflot and its Afghan 
partners. 


9768 
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REASONS WHY MUBARAK SHOULD BE NDP LEADER - 
PM091123 Cairo MAY in Arabic 7 Dec 81 
[Unattributed article: "Why Did President Mubarak Decide To Continue in the Party"™] 


[Text] When some people asked President Husni Mubarak to give up the National Demo- 
cratic Party [NDP] leadership so that the president of the republic would stay out 
of party politics, the president replied that discussion of the matter was prema- 
ture. The answer was taken as a sign that President Mubarak was likely to leave 
NDP. 


The day before yesterday, Saturday, the president announced to the NDP parliamentary 
faction that after deep thought he had decided to stay in the party. President 
Mubarak gave the following justifications for his decision: 


If the president leaves the NDP, conflicts will probably break out and affect the 

unity of the party, which has the majority and is responsible for developing demo- 
cratic practice to the level we desire. In the event of conflict and division the 
strong party might become divided into several parties at a time when this cannot 

be allowed. 


In the past few weeks President Mubarak has received the opposition party leaders 

and agreed with them on putting national interests above party interests. The So- 
cialist Labor Party and the Socialist Liberal Party committed themselves to this prin- 
ciple, and the president hopes that the National Progressive Unionist Grouping Party 
will also commit itself to this principle, which aims at serving Egypt's higher 
interest. 


The president stressed that he would welcome constructive opposition. Objective 
criticism is required so that we can expose and do away with deviation. Although 
doing away with deviation is the NDP's primary duty because it is the majority 
party, nevertheless constructive opposition will be the illuminating light for the 
party and its government in this action. 


The president declared that he will seek advice and consultation from all the 
opposition parties on every national issue and national action and that their 
constructive views will be taken into consideration on the grounds that they are 
part of the regime under whose umbrella we all work. 








For these reasons President Mubarak decided to stay in the NDF. The parties have 
pledged fair play. Accepting that Egypt's national interest is above party ideology 
and that it is in no one's interest for the president to leave the party when, eco- 
nomic development being his main interest, he needs the majority party and the 
opposition parties as well. 


cso: 4504/121 











EGYPTIAN OFFICIAL AFFIRMS ARAB COMMITMENT 
GF121625 Manama WAKH in Arabic 1245 GMT 13 Dec 81 


[Text] Doha, 13 Dec (WAKH)—-Egyptian Foreign Under Secretary Dr Usamah al-Baz has 
affirmed his country's commitment to confront any aggression Israel or any other 
foreign party might carry out against any Arab country. In a statement to the Qatari 
newspaper AL-'ARAB published today, Dr al-Baz said: When signing the Egyptian- 
Israeli peace treaty, Egypt tried to reaffirm its commitment to the joint Arab defense 
treaty which provides for confronting any Israeli aggression against the Arab coun- 
tries, including Syria. 


He pointed out that despite the current temporary differences between Egypt and other 
Arab countries, Egypt is ready to provide urgent military aid to the Gulf countries 
if these countries are subjected to aggression. He also pointed out that Egypt is 
anxious to improve its armed forces in order to be able to meet demands by any Arab 
country subjected to threats or aggression. 


Dr al-Baz asserted that the main issue in Egyptian policy is the insurance of an 
Arab presence, the protection of this presence now and in the future, the protection 
of the Arab nation's strategic security, and confrontation of any foreign threat 

by any superpower. 


He called for an end to Arab differences and for "reshaping the house from inside" 
so that Arab nation can firmly confront interference by foreign countries which are 
interested only in fulfulling their ambitions and in threatening security and peace 
in the region. 


Dr al-Baz said many people in many Arab countries are convinced that the situation 
now, more than ever, requires closing ranks, uniting and paying attention to the 
main strategic issues. He said he believed Arab solidarity will improve by the end 
of the year. 


Dr al-Baz warned against continuation of the spread of the Israeli cancer in the 
West Bank and the Gaza Strip, which is an abandonment of Palestinian and Arab rights. 
He said the preservation of Lebanese unity is an issue that has to take first 
priority in all Arab countries. 


On the Iraqi-Iranian war. He said Arab countries must not sit idly and watch this 
war [but must act] in order to preserve their cohesion, unity and interests. 








Asked about the security situation in the Strait of Hormuz, Dr Usamah al-Baz af- 
firmed that should a crisis th-eaten the security of the strait, Egypt "can go to 
Oman in a few hours in order to side with the fraternal people there against any 
attempt to undermine their sovereignty." 


He also asserted that the normalization of relations between Egypt and Israel does 
not mean Israel will have a special status with Egypt. Rather relations are to 
make the situation between them normal, as in the case of Egyptian-Cypriot or 
Egyptian-Greek relations, for example. 


Dr al-Baz said he cannot see normalization as a threat to the Egyptian and Arab 


economy or culture, “because this belittles the importance of the Egyptian and Arab 
economy, culture and civilization." 


cso: 4504/121 














TWO-PART SERIES ON CONFESSIONS OF AL-SADAT'S KILLERS 


Cairo AL—MUSAWWAR in Arabic Nos 2978, 2979, 6, 13 Nov 81 





(Article: "Amazing Confessions of the Leaders of the Terrorist Organiza- 
tion" 


[No 2978, 6 Nov 81 pp 6,7, 84 Part I] 


[Text] Terrorists planned to set fire to mosques of 
al-Sayyidah Zaynab and al-Husayn and to blow up a num- 
ber of churches to incite sectarian sedition in the 
midst of the attempt to take over the government. 

Why did the attempt to assassinate al-Sadat in 
al-Qanatir fail? 

The complete details of the structure of the terro- 
rist organization, beginning with the leaders all the 
way to the executive echelons. 





The correspondent of AL-MUSAWWAR has learned that 30 deputy public pro- 
secutors are now investigating the members of the terrorist organization 
most of whose members and leaders have been apprehended. In the light of 
the full confessions provided by these people, a full view of the structure 
of the terrorist organization throughout the republic has been defined. 
This view includes all the organizational levels of the organization, their 
responsibilities, the members of the organization and all the missions it 
carried out and was planning to execute. 





According to statements made by « high level source in the Ministry of 

the Interior, all the members of the organizational structure throughout 
the country have been apprehended, even the officials of administrative 
districts and regions. All the organization's central committees have also 
been apprehended. These used to constitute the organization's specialized 
center which was charged with specific responsibilities that had to do with 
carrying out assassination operations, the outbreak of chaos in the streets 
and the seizure of vital, important institutions or the acquisition of 
weapons and explosives. 





Relying on this high-level source AL-MUSAWWAR can affirm that the total for 
ali levels of the terrorist organizational structure will not exceed 750 
persons. Most of those have been apprehended; the few who escaped are being 














picked up every day by security agencies, especially since all their com- 
munications have been broken. It has become impossible for them to move 
about freely, and all their thoughts are confined to hiding and escaping. 


AL-MUSAWWAR can also affirm that all the accountable and dangerous leaders 
of this organization have been apprehended, and that the few who are still 
at large are no more than 3 or at most 5 persons. Those are mid-level 
leaders, and they are under constant surveillance. They are being pursued 
constantly, especially with the abundant information that was provided by 
those who confessed. This information defined the scope and the possibili- 
ties of action for those people. 


The correspondent o. AL-MUSAWWAR has learned that the facts revealed by 
the terrorist conspiracy will be the subject of two law suits which are 
currently being investigated. 


1. The case of the assassination of President al-Sadat which is being inves- 
tigated by the military prosecution, since the assassination took place on 
the plattorm for a military parade. The primary defendant in this case is 
Khalid al-Islambuli. : 


2. The case of the establishment ot an armed, terrorist civilian organiza- 
tion whose purpose is to overthrow the government and to plan the assassina- 
tion of Egypt's political and military leaders and create a state of chaos 
in the country that would enable them to seize control of the institutions 
of government. , 


It may be said that a number of those who were apprehended and are now 
being questioned by the state security prosecution and who are accused 
of establishing this organization are also being questioned at the same 
time by the military prosecution because they took part in planning the 
assassination of the late leader, Anwar al-Sadat. 


The Members of the Organization's Central Committees and Their Functions 
inside the Organization 


According to the information of AL-MUSAWWAR all the members of the central 
organization's central committees were apprehended. The most important 

of these committees are: 

1. The preparedness committee. Among its functions were: 


--Obtaining money and weapons. 


--Planning the break-ins of some jewelry stores to steal quantities of gold 
and sell the gold to raise money for the organization's expenditures. 


--Renting the hideouts that were utilized by the members of the organiza- 
tion. 


--Stealing means of transportation, such as cars and motorcycles, a short 
time betore carrying out the plan. 








2. The economic committee: Its function was to determine the financial 
capabilities of the organization, how the money would be spent and the 
expenses that would *e turned over to its members and staff. Its function 
was also to announce imaginary plans for the construction of a number of 
mosques and to seize the funds [raised for building those mosques ]. The 
members of this committee] appropriated 5,000 pounds from the contributions 
that had been collected to build the Fajr al-Islam [Dawn of Islam] Mosque 
in the area of Nahiya, and they also organized an imaginary campaign to 
raise contributions for the freedom fighters of Aghanistan. They ultimately 
appropriated all these funds. 


3. The appeals committee: Among its functions was that of stirring up chaos 
in the Egyptian mainstream if plans to seize the institutions of government 
succeeded after al-Sadat's assassination. Also among its functions was that 
of arousing sectarian sedition in the country. 


They Made Plans To Set Fire to the Mosques of al-Sayyidah Zaynab and 
al-—Husayn 


The organization played a serious role in the events of al-Zawiyah 
al-Hamra' and Asyut. Some of the defendants confessed that they had printed 
the leaflets that were distributed during the events. [They confessed that ] 
they also recorded the voices of Muslims and Christians who were wounded 

in these incidents on cassettes and they distributed these casettes to 
promote sedition. 


The confessions of a number of these people revealed amazing facts whose 
execution was being planned so that sectarian sedition would break out once 
again amidst the confusion of the assassination incident and the beginning 
of the execution of the organization's plans to seize the institutions of 
government. They thought that the spread of sectarian sedition in the midst 
ot these fearful events would give them a climate favorable for the success 
ot their action, particularly since they expected this climate to make all 
citizens stay in their homes out of fear and [a desire for] safety. The 
streets would then be occupied only by a rabble-rousing and a destructive 
mob that can be misled and manipulated in the fearful sequence of events. 


In this regard the organization made plans, as was indicated in the confes- 
sions of a number of its members, to set fire to the mosques of al-Sayyidah 
Zaynab and al-Husayn. They also made plans to set fire to a number of 
churches or to throw some explosives on them as was the case in the inci- 
dent of Masarah Church. 


The confessions of some of the organization's leaders also revealed that if 
their plans succeeded, the following step would have been to accept nomina- 
tions for the position of General Prince of the Faithful. This person would 
have been the one to represent the terrorist state they intended to estab- 
lish after those who are in charge would have eliminated all the rejec- 
tionists or the hesitant Egyptian intellectuals. These would have been 
eliminated by committees of terror in the streets which can be formed from 
the rabble in the street, provided that a responsible member of the organi- 
zation preside over each committee. 
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According to the confessions of defendant Muhammad 'Abd-al-Salam Faraj, 

an engineer who used to work for the administration of Cairo University 

and who was one of the dangerous and principal leaders in the organization, 
the terrorist organization formed an advisory council throughout the organi- 
zation in the end of 1980, and that council was chaired by the defendant 
'‘Imar 'Abd-al-Rahman. He is a blind man from al-Fayyum who used to provide 
formal legal opinions to these groups. He was employed as an assistant 
professor in the College of the Principles of Religion. 


The organizational structure was formed as follows: 


1. The advisory council was chaired by ‘Umar ‘Abd-al-Rahman, who undertook 
the task of providing formal legal opinions to the organization. This 
council included [the following]: 


-~-'Abbud al-Zumur, for Cairo and north Egypt. 
~-Karam Zuhdi for the south of Egypt. 


--Fu'ad al-Dawalibi, 'Asim 'Abd-al-Majid and Muhammad ‘Isam Darbalah for 
al-Minya. 


~-'Ali al-Sharif and Tal'at Fu'ad Qasim for Qina. 
--Najih Ibrahim for Asyut. 
~-Hamdi 'Abd-al-Rahman for Sawhaj. 


2. There were three committees that grew out of the advisory council. They 
are: 


--The Preparedness Committee: It consisted of 'Abbud al-Zumur, Muhammad 
'Abd-al-Salam Faraj, Karam Zuhdi and ‘Ali al-Sharif. The function of this 
committee was to make preparations for arming and training the organi- 
zation's members in the use of weapons. 


-~-The Appeal Committee: It consisted of Muhammad 'Isam Darbalah, ‘Asim 
'Abd-al-Majid and Najih Ibrahim. This committee undertook the responsi- 
bility of choosing new members in the organization by frequenting the 
mosques and local prayer halls. 


3. The Economic Committee. 
The Organizational Structure of the Leaders of the Governcrates 


Karam Muhammad Zuhdi also confessed. He is one of the most dangerous prin- 
cipal leaders of the organization. He was apprehended outside the area of 
al-Ghanayim while he was trying to flee from the governorate of Asyut after 
the attempt to seize the city had failed. His colleague, Muhammad 'Isam 
Hasan Darbalah was with him. The latter had been wounded during the clash 
that took place with the security forces. 
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Karam Zuhdi confessed about the organizational structure of the leaderships 
of the governorates of al-Minya and Asyut. He had presided over that struc- 
ture which included [the following]: 

1. Najih Ibrahim ‘Abdallah: he was in command in the south. 

2. ‘Asim 'Abd-al-Majid. 

3. ‘Ali al-Sharif. 

4. Tal'at Fu'ad Qasim, from Naja' Hamadi. He is a student in [the College 
ot ] Engineering in al-Minya, and he was one of those included in the pre- 
cautionary order. He was apprehended, and he is the official for Naja’ 
Hamadi. 

5. Muhammad 'Isam al-Din Darbalah. 


6. Fu'ad Muhammad al-—-Dawalibi. 


7. Hamdi 'Abd-al-Rahman. He is a student in [the College of ] Engineering 
in Asyut, and he is originally from Sawhaj. 


8. Muhammad Yasin Muhammad Hammam. He was in charge of military training 
and of dismantling and assembling weapons in apartments. He took part in 
the attack in Asyut. 


9. Badr, a student at Asyut University. 


10. Rifa'i, a student at Asyut University and the official for the area 
of Aramant. 


11. Abu Bakr is the official for the area of al-Balina. 
12. Isma'il al-Baql, employed at the Institute of Motor Vehicles. 
13. Muhi, one of the organization's members in the governorate of al-Minya. 


14. Abu al-'Lla, one of the organization's members in the governorate of 
al-Minya. He assumed the responsibility for Naja' Hamadi. 


15. Ahmad al-Banna assumed the responsibility for Naja' Hamadi after Fu'ad 
Qasim, the Naja' Hamadi official, was arrested. 


16. Sha'ban 'Abd-al-Latif, a 24-year old student at the College of Antiqui- 
ties. 


Karam also confessed that it was al-Shaykh 'Umar Ahmad 'Abd-al-Rahman who 
issued the formal legal opinions for the organization. He is a blind man, 
originally from al-Fayyum, and he is employed as an assistant professor 
at the College of the Principles of Religion in Asyut. [Karam] had met 
him in al-Fayyum with Usamah Ibrahim Hafiz and 'Isam. 
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Karam also confessed that he had purchased for the organization's opera- 
tions a private white 304 Peugeot car and that he had then painted the car 
light blue. He purchased the car with Cairo license plate number 163131. 
The car was seized. 


The most serious confession by Karam Zuhdi, however, was the fact that 

the purpose of the organization ever since it was established was to try 
to overthrow the government by seizing a few sensitive locations in the 
state: radio, television, the telephone exchanges and others. The organiza- 
tion was to consider seizing the operations room of the armed forces, the 
leaders of central security and the Ministry of the Interior and attacking 
the al-Qanatir rest house as one of the ways of assassinating President 
The execution plan was the responsibility of each of [the following]: 

1. ‘Abbud al—Zumur. 

2. Nabil al-Maghrabi. 

3. Muhammad 'Abd-al-Salam. 

The timing of the execution was to be determined upon completion of the 
organization's ranks and after the organization's members complete their 


training in the use of weapons. 


Some of the members of the organization had functions regarding military 
arming and training. These were: 


--Purchasing weapons: 


1. "Ali al-Sharit, a member of the organization in the south. He was respon- 
sible tor purchasing weapons from the people of Upper Egypt. 


2. 'Abbud al-Zumur was responsible for purchasing weapons from Greater 
Cairo and the northern part of Egypt. 


--Military training: Nabil al-Maghrabi, a member of the organization was 
in charge of training and was assisted by each of [the following]: 


1. "Ali al-Sharif, member of the organization in the southern part of Egypt. 
2. Karam Muhammad Zuhdi. 

Nabil al-Maghrabi also trained groups in breaking in and raiding. 

--The organization's communications officials were: 

1. Karam Zuhdi. 


2. Fu'ad al—Dawalibi, communications official for the southern part of 
Egypt. 
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3. Engineer Muhammad ‘Abd-al-Salam. 


4. Yahya Gharib who lives near the home of Muhammad 'Abd-al-Salam located 
on the second floor of [a building] on Tir'ah al-Zumur Street. He was the 
communications official for the northern section of Egypt. 


Final Meeting To Make Plans for al-Sadat's Assassination 


In his confessions Karam Zuhdi also related that for some time the organiza- 
tion had been discussing a former plan to assassinate President al-Sadat at 
the al-Qanatir resthouse and to assassinate the responsible political and 
military leaders at their places of residence. However, they refrained from 
carrying out that plan. 


Then at a meeting that was held a short time before the military parade 
they went back again to discuss a plan to assassinate President al-Sadat. 


Karam Zuhdi said that that meeting was attended by each of [the following ]: 
1. Muhammad 'Abd-al-Salam. 


2. Fu'ad Mahmud Ahmad al-Dawalibi, who works in trade but used to work 
for the Central Agency for Organization and Management in al-Minya. 


3. Samawi Ibrahim Hafiz, a student at the [College of] Engineering in Asyut 
and the chief of the Islamic Group there. He is criginally from the governo- 
rate of al-Minya. 


4. Khalid Shawqi al-Islambuli. 


The meeting took place in the home of Khalid al-Islambuli's brother-in-law 
in the area of al-Alf Maskin [the thousand homes]. Khalid had indicated 

to Karam Zuhdi that he was going to take part in the 6 October military 
parade and that he would execute the plan to assassinate the late presi- 
dent, Anwar al-Sadat by shooting him and throwing hand grenades at the 
plattorm. Al-Islambuli assured [his colleagues] that the plan had an 80 
percent chance of success. 


The Secrets of the Terrorist Operation in Asyut 

In his confessions Karam said that after the assassination plan turned out 
to be successtul, the leadership of the organization thought of carrying 
out actions in the governorate of Asyut whose purpose would be to realize 
full control over the governorate and to isolate it from the remaining 


governorates by [the following] means: 


1. Seizing a large quantity of weapons from the security administration 
and from the police stations. 


2. Arousing tear among the central security forces there. 
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3. Imposing a siege around the administration of the governorate of Asyut 
by closing all entrances and exits to the city and all the entrances and 
exits to the administration of the governorate. 


4. Seizing the telephone exchange and interrupting communications between 
Asyut and the remaining governorates. 


It was thought that the operation of breaking into the administration of 
the governorate and the first and second police stations be carried out so 
that weapons can be seized and quick assassinations of the central security 
forces carried out. If the operation turned out to be successful, they were 
to go to the governorate of al-Minya and other governorates. Among the 
organization's leaders who approved of this were: 


1. 'Asim 'Abd-al-Majid Muhammad, a student at the [College of ] Engineering 
in Asyut. He is originally from al-Minya. He has been arrested, and he is 
wounded. 


2. "Ali al-Sharif, a suspended student from the College of Business in 
Asyut. He is originally from Naja‘ Hamadi in the governorate of Qina. He 
was apprehended, and he is wounded. 


3. Najih Ibrahim ‘Abdallah, a physician at the health unit in Farshut, 
in the administrative district of Asyut. 


4. Muhammad 'Isam al-Din Hasan Darbalah, a student at the [College of ] 
Engineering in Asyut. He was apprehended in the incidents in which the 
security administration was attacked. 


5. Tal'at Fu'ad Qasim, a student in [the College of ] Engineering in 
al-Minya. 





6. Fu'ad Mahmud Ahmad al-Dawalibi. 


7. Hamdi 'Abd-al-Rahman ‘Abd-al-'Azim, a student at [the College of ] Engi- 
neering in Asyut. 


The fact is that everyone except Tai'at Fu'ad Qasim was included in the 
precautionary order. They were fugitives in al-Jabal. 


Karam said that five groups had been formed, and each group had 8 to 10 
members. They were to carry out the plan, and zero hour was scheduled for 
the early morning during the Bairam prayer. They were to use the weapons 
they had in their possession. The five groups were charged with the fol- 
lowing tasks: 


The tirst group was to storm into and control the security administration; 
and it was to seize the largest quantity of weapons and ammunition. 


The second group was to storm into the second police station in Asyut and 
to seize the weapons and ammunition there. 











The third group was to storm into the first police station in Asyut and 
to attack the central security force that was stationed in front of the 
supply investigations [office] near the station. 


The fourth and fifth groups were to arouse fear among the members of the 
central security forces on the roads and streets during the Bairam prayer 
service. They were then to occupy the Asyut telephone exchange building 

and then occupy the governorate building after seizing weapons. They were 
then to cut the navigational route between Asyut and the other governorates. 


Atter the successful execution of the plan, after weapons are seized and 
control established, the members of the groups were to call upon the wor- 
shipers to join them and to carry out the revolution. However, the fact 
that security forces killed and wounded some and arrested others led to 
the organization's failure to seize the administration of Asyut governo— 
rate. The defendant finally confessed that his name in the movement was 
Mansur and that the name ‘Abbud al-Zumur used in the movement was 
*Abd-al—-Rahman. 


Other Confessions 


The detendant ‘Arafah ‘Abdallah al-Abyad, who is a worker at the radio 
relay station in Abu Za'bal, confessed that the defendant Muhammad 
'Abd-al-Salam Faraj 'Atiyyah asked [tc borrow] his radio identification 
badge which was issued to him by the broadcasting services. He was going to 
make badges like it and to use the forgeries in the operation of storming 
into the Radio and Television Building to broadcast the revolution's dec- 
laration. He added that he actually gave him the badge. 


He confessed that he was preparing a grovp of 50 terrorists to occupy the 
Radio and Television Building after the assassination incident. However, 
when they failed to eliminate the political and military leaders on the 
platform, ‘Abbud al-Zumur called a meeting at his hideout in al-—Haram and 
made plans to attack the central security patrols and seize their weapons. 
Those plans were modeled after those that had been made for the Asyut 
incidents. 


[No 2979, 13 Nov 81 p 72 Part IT] 


[Text ] AL-MUSAWWAR has learned from a source closely related to the inves- 
tigations that are underway with the terrorist organization that planned 
the assassination of the late President Muhammad Anwar al-Sadat and planned 
the attempt to seize power by force that the most dangerous leader of that 
organization is the defendant ‘Abbud al-Zumur. [AL-MUSAWWAR has also 
learned that] 'Abbud al-Zumur has made several serious confessions in the 
course of the investigation and that he said that the numerous crimes he 
had committed were enough to qualify him for the death sentence and that 
therefore he saw no need to confess to further details. 


‘Abbud al-Zumur had stated in his serious confessions that his religious 


inclinations had begun in 1979 and then developed through his family rela- 
tionship with the defendant Tariq 'Abd-al-Mawjud al-Zumur. He said that 
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he had come to an agreement with Nabil al-Maghrabi, Tariq al-—Zumur, 
Muhammad 'Abd-al-Salam Farraj and other members of Islamic groups that 
it was necessary to seize power by force. 


The Development of the Movement and the Purchase of Weapons 

The defendant ‘Abbud al-Zumur also stated that their movement had later 
developed [and turned to] the purchase of weapons to implement their plans; 
to form groups to win over people and train them to use weapons and defend 
themselves; and to collect contributions to finance the organization's 
activities. 


‘Abbud al-Zumur also confessed that Nabil al-Maghrabi and Muhammad 
‘Abd al-Salam Faraj used to introduce to him those people whom they were 


able to attract so he can look into the possibility and the method of utili-_ 


zing them in the organization. 


He said that the organization's plan focused on seizing the government 

by assassinating President al-Sadat and the leaders who assisted him and 
then carrying out a popular revolution during which the Ministry of 
Defense, the State Security building at the Ministry of the Interior, the 
Radio and Television Building, the Central Security Command and the public 
telephone exchanges would be occupied. imaginary statements of support 
would then be issued through the media to show support for the revolution, 
and the masses would be encouraged by means of bullhorny attached to cars 
to support their movement. In addition, statements would be broadcast by 
their members at all locations [asking people] to oppose the enemies of the 
revolution. 


On 11 October ‘Abbud al-Zumur charged a group from the organization with 
the task of finding out where central security vehicles are stationed in 
streets and squares in Cairo and also at the state security investigations 
building in al-Jizah for the purpose of making plans to seize the weapons 
of these forces and spread an atmosphere of fear amidst the citizens on the 
day of the presidential referendum. Al-Zumur had charged another group with 
the execution of these operations. This group was apprehended. 


Al-Sadat's Assassination Was a Natural Matter 


The defendant ‘Abbud al-Zumur also stated that the assassination of Presi- 
dent al-Sadat was a natural matter and that it was required for the achieve- 
ment of their objective. 


He also stated that the fact that the government arrested large numbers 

of the organization's members after the events of al-Zawiyah al-Hamra’ 

and after the precautionary orders were issued constituted the reason why 
they expedited the implementation of President al-Sadat's assassination. He 
stated that when the organization carried out this plan, it was still in 
the process of making preparations for seizing power. 
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The Terrorists Implicate Each Other in Their Confessions 


The confessions of the organization's leaders followed each other after 
that, and the organization's members who are under arrest began implicating 
each other in their confessions. The defendant Muhammad 'Abd-al-Salihin 
stated that the leading defendant Najih ‘Abdallah used to urge the organiza- 
tion's plans against the state, which was considered heretical. 


The defendant ‘Atif Hasan Ziyadah also stated that the leading defendant 
Nabil al-Maghrabi explained to him that the organization was based on the 
principle of repudiating the ruler and that the organization's method mani- 
fested itself in the use of force against the ruler. 


The defendant Karam Zuhdi stated that the organization was seeking the 
overthrow of the regime and the establishment of a new state. He said that 
the leading defendant Nabil al-Maghrabi had defined for them the method of 
the organization's action which is manifested in the use of force to 
achieve their goals. The organization had made preparations for the Asyut 
events to spread chaos and to complete the overthrow of the government by 
seizing a few vital and sensitive locations in the state. 


The defendant Nabil al-Maghrabi acknowledged that he and the defendant 
'Abbud al-Zumur had agreed that an armed struggle against the regime was 
necessary so they can impose (heir authority by force. 


The Organization's Organizational Principles 


The results of following up the investigations affirm the likelihood that 
the principal bloc in the structure of the organization which has been 
apprehended is an extension of the organizational circles of al-Jihad which 
had begun with the organization at the Military Technical [College]. The 
most recent of these was the al-Jihad organization which was apprehended 
late in 1979. 


The leading detendant Muhammad ‘Abd-al-Salam Faraj confessed that thoughts 
about forming the organization began in 1980 after it split from the 
al-Jihad organization in 1979. 


He also stated that three groups that espouse the same ideas as those 
espoused by the apprehended organization also split from the latter organi- 


zation. These groups are: 


--A group in Alexandria led by Ibrahim Salamah who died in the recent 
events in al-Ma'adi. 


--A group in Shubra led by 'Abd-al-Ra'uf. He was taken into custody in 
the sectarian sedition events. 


--A group led by the Jordanian citizen, Muhammad Salim Ramal. He was depor- 
ted from the country this year. 
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The leading defendant Muhammad 'Abd-al-Salam Faraj indicated that the app- 
rehended organization thought that it should not merge with the aforemen- 
tioned groups because most of their members were known to security agen- 
cies. The organization thought that it would be sufficient to notify them 
of the zero hour for seizing power, as determined by the organization, a 
few days earlier so they can help and support their action. 


A number of leading defendants, especially the defendant Karam Zuhdi, con- 
fessed that the defendant Muhammad 'Abd-al-Salam Faraj took into the organi- 
zation some members of the al-Jihad Organization which is affiliated with 
the Jordanian Muhammad Salim Ramal and others who are members of the group 
otf 'Abd-al-Ra'uf, the chief of the army. 


The defendant 'Abd-al-Ra'uf, the chief of the army, also confessed that 

he had given the defendant Muhammad 'Abd-al-Salam two suitcases containing 
a number of bombs and explosives for his use in his organizational activi- 
ties. He did so despite his concern that there be a single organizational 
relationship between them. 


The defendant Muhammad 'Abd-al-Salam Faraj himself contessed that he coor- 
dinated activities with Ibrahim Salamah, the chief of the al-Jihad group in 
Alexandria, to take action in the interests of the organization there. 


The Organization's Relationship with Other Organizations inside the Country 
and Abroad 


AL-MUSAWWAR has also learned that the confessions of the leading defendants 
revealed that the organization had established closer ties with some extre- 
mist religious organizations that have been active recently inside the 
country. The organization set out to establish with these extremist reli- 
gious organizations something between what resembles a full merger or a 
description of the alliances and procurement of aid or expenses for suppor- 
ting the organization and helping it seize power. 


The detendant Kamal al-Sa'id Habib al-Disuqi also confessed that he was 

a member of the group that was led by the Jordanian Muhammad Salim Ramal 
and that the defendant Ahmad Hani Mustafa al-Hinnawi was also a member of 
that group. He said that after the atormentioned Jordanian was deported in 
1981 and the precautionary orders regarding sectarian sedition were issued, 
they were joined by the defendant Muhammad Tariq Ibrahim. He was asked 

to lead the group and he was given the responsibility ot financing it. 

The two detendants Ahmad Hani al-Hinnawi and Salah Bayyumi (Abu Basir) 
assumed the responsibility for communications, and he assumed the respon- 
sibility of winning people over into the organization. The defendant Usamah 
(Abu al-Harith) assumed the responsibility for al-Jihad, and Nabil Na‘im 
assumed the responsibility for the miltary taction. The structure of the 
organization was expanded to include most of the governorates of north 
Egypt, Cairo, al-Jizah and Alexandria. 


Subordinate Groups within the Principal Group 
Numerous confessions revealed that that this group comprised within it 


other subordinate groups, such as the group of ‘Ali Farraj in al-Zaqaziq, 
which is originally linked with the extremist group of Taha al-Samawi. 
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This group was also able to add to its roster of members a few individuals 
who have ties with other groups. _ 


It is noteworthy that despite the apparent ignorance of the subordinate 
groups' rank and file of their groups' affiliation with the organization, 
these subordinate organizations took part in the organization's actions 

in a manner that leaves no room for doubt about their organic incorporation 
in the parent organization. It is evident that this is no more than one 

of the strict security measures pursued by the organization in its action. 


The confessions of the defendants in the organization of ‘Ali Farraj in 
al-Zaqaziq stated that after the precautionary orders regarding sectarian 
sedition were issued, the chief had asked them to go to Cairo to take part 
in a demonstration which the organization had organized. The demonstration 
was to start from the al-Nur mosque, and it was to proceed to the People's 
Assembly where it would ask for the release of all those who were in cus- 
tody. 


Fitty Terrorists To Occupy Broadcasting Building 


The confessions of some members of the former group also stated that they 
had been charged by ‘Ali Farraj and Usamah Qasim (Abu al-Harith) with going 
to Cairo to take part in the plan to seize the weapons in one of the estab- 
lishments he had specified to them. They were then to storm into the Radio 
and Television building and to broadcast the revolution's declaration. 

This group consisted of 50 persons, and they actually went to Cairo on 

5 October. After the operation to eliminate the military and political 
leaders on the platform failed, the defendant Muhammad Tariq Ibrahim took 
[those 50 persons] to the apartment in al-Haram where the defendant ‘Abbud 
al-Zumur had been hiding. There 'Abbud al--Zumur met with them and made 
plans for attacking the central security patrols and seizing their weapons. 


It is to be noted that the organization's membership in the governorates 
became confused and broke up when they did not hear the declaration of 
revolution on the radio after the late president was assassinated because 
this group had failed to carry out the operation to seize the broadcasting 
building. 


Their Relationship with the Association of Muslim Students in Europe 


Follow-up revealed the existence of a close relationship between the app- 
rehended organization and another extremist religious organization that 
espouses the same ideas and is led by the defendant Ayman al-Zawahiri. 
'Isam al-Qamari is one of its members, and the pharmacist, the defendant 
Amin al-—Damiri was the liaison officer between the two organizations. Many 
ot the members of the latter organization were apprehended, and so were 
large quantities of weapons and explosives that they were hiding in their 
hideouts. The processes of developing the follow-up [activities] regarding 
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this organization are underway so as to reveal its proportions and the 
reality of relations between it and the first apprehended organization, 
especially in the light of what was revealed regarding the fact that the 
same people were members of both organizations at the same time, such as 
the defendant ‘Abd-al-Fattah al-Zayni. 


The preliminary results of the [investigation into the] true relationship 
between the two organizations indicate that the organization of Iman 
al-Zawahiri was providing financial and material aid to the first organiza- 
tion. The confessions of Iman [sic] al-Zawahiri, 'Abbud al-Zumur and Amin,’ 
al-Damiri indicated that the defendant, Ayman al-Zawahi-i gave the defen- 
dant 'Abbud al-Zumur the sum of 800 pounds to shore up the organization and 
that he also disposed of the yield of the gold which the organization had 
stolen in the Naja' Hamadi incident after preparations for that were made 
by the defendant Muhammad ‘Abd-al-Rahim al-Sharqawi. 


The confessions of the defendants Muhammad 'Abd-al-Salam Faraj and 
'Abd-al-Majid 'Abd-al-Fattah al-Fiqi affirmed that the apprehended organiza- 
tion had ties with the alliance of Muslim students in Europe which is con- 
trolled by a Syrian member of the Muslim Brothers, ‘Isam al-‘Attar. 


Interim Planning for the Realization of Ultimate Goals 

AL-MUSAWWAR has also learned that the apprehended organization made an 
interim plan to achieve its ultimate goals of seizing power and estab- 
lishing its state. This plan was as follows: 

--The first stage involved spreading out among the various sectors of the 
public by frequenting mosques and religious societies and selecting those 
persons who are suitable for recruitment, regardless of their ideological 
inclinations, and making them join the organization. 


--Preparing the necessary weapons for the organization. 


--Training the organization's members in the theoretical and practical 
use of weapons. 


The second stage [involved the following]: 


--Carrying out political assassinations against the political, executive 
and popular leaders in the country. 


--This would be followed by setting off separate disturbances that would 
create a kind of over-all chaos and affect the government's ability to 


control the situation. 


-~-This would be accompanied by action to arouse the popular masses against 
the regime in preparation for seizing power. 


The third stage [involved the following]: 
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--Seizing the vital locations in the state--radio, television, the general 
means of communications and some of the control centers in the various 
agencies of the state--and announcing the creation of their state. 


-~-On that basis the organization had purchased weapons and turned to the 
formation of groups among its members. It formed committees to win people 
and recruit them; other committees for communications; and still others for 
training. 


8592 
csO: 4504/107 
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EGYPT 


'ELDERLY' DETAINEES REPORTEDLY TO BE RELEASED 
PM141025 London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT in Arabic 9 Dec 81 pl 


[AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT bureau and agencies report: "Cairo: Decision To Release al- 
Talmasani, Kishk, al-'Ashmawi and 74 Other Detainees Within a Week" 


[Excerpt] Cairo--An official source at the public prosecutor's office has stated 
that it has been decided to release the elderly Muslim and Christian religious fi- 
gures detained in the 5 September campaign and to allow them to return home as of 
next week because their health does not allow them to remain in Turrah jail. 


The decision involves 74 persons, including ‘Umat al-Talmasani, chairman of the board 
of directors of AL-DA'WAH magazine, ahd Shaykh ‘Abd al-Hamid Kishk, imam and preach- 
er of Kubri al-Qubbah mosque. 


The spokesman said that each of the detainees will be released after his case has 
been studied, as with those released in November. 


On the other hand ‘Abd al-Hamid Ramadan, a lawyer and a member of the former Wafd 
-rty, has objected to the decision of the Egyptian People's Assembly to grant the 

ndow of President al-Sadat certain privileges. The lawyer has filed a case with 

the State Council requesting the abrogation of a decision by parliament giving 

Mrs Jihan al-Sadat and her children the lifetime right to live in two of the late 

presider:t's residences, the first in Cairo and the second in Alexandria. 


The lawyer pointed out to the "“unconstitutionality" of the decision, which is in 
violation of the principles of equality contained in article 40 of the constitution. 


The Egyptian lawyer said in his suit that parliament's decision to grant the heirs 


of late President al-Sadat a pension equalling the total remuneration which Presi- 
dent al-Sadat received constitutes a violation of the rights of the Egyptian taxpay~ 


er. 


cso: 4504/121 
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EGYPT 


BRIEFS 


MUBARAK FAVORS DIRECT ARAB CONTACT--Cairo, 6 Dec (MENA)--The newspaper MAY, to be 
published tomorrow, Monday, says that President Husni Mubarak will not use any inter- 
mediary in his relations with any Arab or foreign country. The paper affirms that ‘ 
President Mubarak prefers direct contacts with the governments of these countries 
without intercession by a third party. [Text] [NC062241 Cairo MENA in Arabic 2223 

GMT 6 Dec 81] 


ASWAN EARTHQUAKES--The danger of earthquakes, which hit Aswan last week, continues. 
Scientists have discovered that Nasir Lake is the cause of the earthquakes. Hulwan 
Observatory seismographs have recorded 33 earth tremors since the latest Aswan 
earthquake. It has transpired that the Hulwan and Abu Sunbul Observatory equipment 
is inadequate and that there is a shortage of meteorological experts. The education 
and scientific research minister has confirmed to the People's Assembly that the 
high dam's Nasir Lake is the cause of the earthquakes. The minister, Dr Mustafa 
Kamal Hilmi, answering a briefing request from five assembly members, said that any 
artificial lake like Nasir Lake, which is 350 km long with a different water level 
than the Nile, is bound to create new geological conditions resulting in earth 
tremors. The minister said that several tremors of varying degrees occur daily and 
are not felt by anyone. He added: We have had 53 tremors since the latest Aswan 
earthquake. They were recorded by the Hulwan Observatory. [Excerpt] [PM070917 
Cairo AL-AHRAR in Arabic 30 Nov 81 p 1] 


MILITARY EDUCATION INTRODUCTION IN SCHOOLS--The application of military education 
has begun in 243 secondary schools and technical institutes in 6 provinces in the 
current scholastic year preparatory to applying it gradually in all secondary schools 
in all provinces. This was announced by Maj Gen (Fahim Shadid), commander of mili- 
tary education and popular defense, on the occasion of the military education parade 
which he witnessed today in al-Sa'‘idiyah secondary school in Al-Jizah. He said that 
a committee has been formed by the education and defense ministries to consider the 
development of military education in schools and eliminate all the negative aspects 
precluding the application of military education in the best manner so as to achieve 
the aim of discipline and create in the students an integrated personality--educa- 
tionally, physically and ethically. [Text] [NC061507 Cairo Domestic Service in 
Arabic 1400 GMT 6 Dec 81] 
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CONSTITUTION OF TERRORIST GROUP SEIZED--Cairo, 12 Dec (MENA)--The state security 
investigation department seized a few days ago the constitution of the terrorist 
organization in a hide-out set up by the organisation's leadership for concealing 
weapons, explosives and documents, reports AKHBAR AL-YAWM in its top billing and 
leaing front-page story. The constitution sets forth the organisation's method of 
seeking to create a bloody regime, it provides for creating three branches for spying, 
agitation and fighting and stipulates that whoever took part in the Jihan (holy war) 
would have a share in the spoils, the amir or leader of the organisation would have 
the right to retain for himself whatever pleases him of the spoils before they are 
divided among the other members, the paper said. Jihad is the means the constitu- 
tion chose for changing the regime of government and included physical liquidation 
of whoever stood in the way of the achievement of this purpose, anyone who opposed 
the ideology of the organisation would be an unbeliever and his wealth and women 
would be fair spoils of the terrorists, the paper added. [From the press review] 
[Text] [NC120806 Cairo MENA in English 0705 GMT 12 Dec 81] 


cso: 4500/72 
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IRAN 


OPPOSITION PAPER WARNS ‘SOVIETS COMING HASTILY' 
Paris LRAN-E AZAD in Persian 31 Oct 81 ppl, 8 


[Text] The travels of high-ranking delegations from the illegitimate Islamic 
Republic regime to communist countries (particularly those headed by Hashemi- 
Rafsanjani to North Korea and that of the large delegation of the Islamic Republic 
to Cuba headed by the "praying" mulla) and the extensive domestic propaganda put 
out by the Khomeyni regime concerning these travels, made it clear that Soviet 
influence in Iran has entered a new stage. It can be considered a final stage in 
the establishment of Kremlin agents and plans designed effectively to tie Iran 
with the communist bloc and even lead to the actual occupation of the country. 
Until now Soviet activities in Iran have gone through the following stages: help 
in the overthrow of the Shah's regime, aid to the illegitimate revolutionary re- 
gime in the murder of the supporters of the royal regime and the army, the expan- 
sion of the influence of the Tudeh Party and other Iranian, Palestinian, Afghan 
and Lebanese Marxist parties and organizations in the country; carrying out plans 
to separate Iran from Western countries and place it in diplomatic, economic and 
social isolation (such as the taking of American diplomats hostage in Tehran) ; 
prevention of involvement in the Islamic Republic establishment of moderate ele- 
ments and those favoring relations with the West; linking the country with the 
Eastern bloc through the sale of food products, arms, industrial goods and other 
consumer items; bringing closer together the policies of the "nulla" regime with 
those of Kremlin stooge regimes such as Syria, Libya, South Yemen and Cuba; the 
control of all communication and propaganda facilities, and finally the creation 
of conditions and atmosphere similar to those in cummunist countries in the daily 
life of the country and people such as rationing of food, government control over 
propaganda, education and art, establishment of an intelligence and security or- 
ganization similar to those of the Eastern bloc, prevention of people wanting fo 
leave the country, confiscation of citizens’ properties, and government control 
over housing and commerce. 


Thus all factors have been readied for the coming into power of a regime in Tehran 
that would be totally affiliated with the Soviet Union--possibly after the death 
or murder of Khomeyni. If Khomeyni should be removed from the scene (his life 
also being totally in the hands of Soviet agents), the transfer of power to a 
Kremlin-controlled regime would become possible without the need for important 
changes or any serious difficulty because all devotees are in place at high levels 
and regulations and forces have been readied to run the country and crack down on 
any possible resistance. 
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The new stage of expanding Soviet influence in Iran is designed to obliterate from 
the Iranian public's mind the bitter and harsh life behind the Iron Curtain. It 
is for this reason that as a result of the visit of delegations from the illegiti- 
mate regime to communist countries and by means of propaganda put out concerning 
such trips, the news and information organs of the Islamic Republic of iran are 
trying to present tampered information in various parts of the country concerning 
the way of life and government in such countries and to show that the people there 
fully enjoy freedom, comfort and happiness and that their life and lot are very 
much better than those presently faced by the Iranian people. Thus the "bestowed 
gifts" being enjoyed by the people of Cuba and North Korea would spark the envy of 
the wretched people of Iran and cause them to long for those types of governments 


and way of life. 


In coming against the rapid direct and indirect expansion of Soviet influence in 
Iran, nationalist fighters and opponents of the regime of the Islamic Republic do 
not show much awareness of the serious situation the country is in, and continue 
their simple-minded propaganda concerning a few insignificant political figures 
and a few leftover and egotistical leaders. At the same time, even though the 
West and the free countries have become aware of the danger of Soviet influence 
and the rapid expansion of communism in the world, under present conditions free 
countries do not appear to have the will and decision to prevent such influence 
and expansion. In these conditions it is the duty of nationalist fighters and all 
Iranian patriots to increase the anticommunist and anti-Soviet front of their 
forces and to clean their ranks of suspect and "leftist" elements who are always 
affiliated with the Eastern bloc. At the international level, nationalist Iranians 
must as soon as possible place their ranks at the side of anticommunist forces of 
free countries and actively join the anticommunist struggle throughout the world. 
As we have always said, our enemy is not the regime of the Islamic Republic since 
it does not have an independent life and force of its own. Our true enemy is in- 
ternational communism which today has imposed the Khomeyni regime on our country 
and tomorrow will create something similar or even worse. Freedom loving, patri- 
otic and anticommunist forces of the world unite! 
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IRAN 


TEHRAN'S RIFT WITH SAUDI ARABIA DISCUSSED 
Brussels SPECIAL L'EVENTAIL in French No 94, 23-29 Oct 81 pp 14-17 
[Article by Jacques Tarron: "The Logic of Fanatics"] 


[Text] Incidents with Saudi Arabia, mass executions, the West still considered the 
"Creat Satan": all that could seem inconsistent in the leader of Iranian government 
officials. But never since the fail of the monarchy have they been as logical with 
themselves and with their convictions. For the horrified surprise of some foreigners 
over the actions of the current Tehran government shows a total misunderstanding 

of the goals which Ayatollah Khomeyni set for himself when he returned to his country. 


These goals were extremely simple: to restore Islam to its full extent and, at the 
same time, to proclaim a "jihad" (holy war) against his enemies, the first of which 
was the United States, guilty of having supported the imperial regime, a regime 
which had not applied Koranic (Shi'ite) law in its full sense. For we should make 
no mistake: If the shah or SAVAK (which has been far surpassed by the current 
leaders' actions) had maintained law and order in the name of God, neither Khomeyni 
nor his loyal followers would have reproached it on humanitarian or other grounds. 
Tehran is presently hurlii:g such reproaches more and more frequently at Saudi Arabia, 
which is accused of not joining the "holy war" being waged by the imam (according 
to the Shi'ite faith, a spiritual and religious leader appointed by God) named 
Ruhollah Khomeyni .... 


Even in Mecca 


Radio Tehran broadcast a scathing message from "Imam" Khomeyni, accusing the Saudi 
Government of having harassed Iranian pilgrims visiting the holy city of Mecca. 
Such a pilgrimage is part of the sacred duties of every Moslem and the local chief 
of state (King Khaled) cannot bar access v) the faithful who come to venerate the 
"Kaaba" and its black stone, given to Abraham by the archangel Gabriel, according 
to Koranic tradition. In Khomeyni's view, the assaults on Iranian pilgrims are due 
only to the "services owed to the United States and Israel" by Saudi leaders. And 
the old man of Qom also told King Khaled that "prohibiting pilgrims from taking 

an interest in politics during the pilgrimage (to Mecca) serves the interests of 
the United States, Israel and other enemies of Islam." Of course, this view over- 
looks the necessary neutrality imposed by the Saudis in sacred places to prevent 
friction between nationals--all Moslem--of countries which are sometimes in conflict 
and also to prevent the recurrence of incidents such as the takeover of the Great 
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Mosque, slightly more than a year ago, by a commando group probably sent by the 
"Moslem Brotherhood," the same organization just discovered to be at the root of 
President Sadat's assassination in Egypt. But to get back to Ayatollah Khomeyni's 
message to King Khaled, the latter had previously sent the Iranian leader a telegram 
protesting the conduct of a group of Iranian pilgrims in Mecca. And he had good 
reason to complain! There have been regular clashes between Saudi police and Iranian 
pilgrims this year, with the latter trying to turn the "haj," the sacred pilgrimage, 
into a revolutionary platform to convince their fellow Moslems to rally behind the 
banner of the Islamic Republic of iran, representing the will of God on earth. At 

the noon prayer, Mecca police had te surround and take away a group shouting: 
"Revolution!" "Long live the Koranic revolution" "Khomeyni is the only leader!" 
"Death to the United States!" and other slogans plainly in violation of the neutral 
character which the holy places of Islam must retain. The clergymen accompanying 

the Iranian pilgrims said that King Khaled had been poorly informed by his police 

and that their flock had been satisfied with "chanting anti-American and anti-Israeli 
slogans." But the first version of the story is still the most likely, since the 
messianism of the Shi'ite sect (which has almost no followers in Saudi Arabia) obliges 
them to try to convince all Islam to enter the holy war--even if this means that 
chiefs of state must be overthrown if they appear too "lukewarm" concerning Koranic 
law, which was devised 1,300 years ago and which, according to the Shi'ites, must 
always be strictly applied. As part of this vast campaign to awaken Islam, Khomeyni 
has gone so far as to implore the king of Saudi Arabia to join the Iranian Revolution, 
"treating the people compassionately and the thieving superpowers sternly." Treating 
the people with compassion: That is a suggestion which may seem absurd in view of 
what is taking place every day in Iran. But it is extremely logical, inasmuch as 
compassion must be reserved for loyal followers of the prophet, and especially Shi'ite 
followers .... The Sunnite nations (comprising almost all Islam throughout the world) 
are justifiably suspicious of the powder keg which Iran represents. For in Moslem 
tradition, a "jihad" is always possible. And sometimes a "charismatic leader" (like 
the Mahdi in Sudan long ago) is all that is needed to inflame entire regions. 


The Logic of Government 


There is nothing more normal than the fact that Banisadr was driven from power and 
had to flee. His positions, extremely ambiguous, were able to make Islamic revolu- 
tionary authorities believe for a time that he totally espoused their views. In 
contrast, President Rajai is a "pure" reactionary. And now the new president-elect, 
Hojatoleslam Ali Khameneini, represents, in Khomeyni's eyes, exactly what was needed 
as head of state; he will be considered the successor of the old man of Qom and 

his only political platform will be to carry out the orders and wishes of the "imam." 
With a thorough knowledge of the Koran and fascinated by its legal details and their 
possible interpretations, Khomeyni's former student of theology in Qom has remained 
very close to his former teacher. It is also revealing, if we wish to judge the 
differences in government, to learn that Khameneini was imprisoned 6 times by the 
imperial police between 1964 and 1978 for political disturbances. At the present 
time, no one would have the opportunity to be imprisoned more than once .... In the 
absolute view of Shi'ite messianism and in the blind obedience to God's decrees 

as proclaimed by the "smam," the government no longer needs the artificial separation 
between political and religious power. But above all, Westerners should not imagine 
that the Iranian masses are outraged over the country's inconsistencies or violence. 
The reality is just the opposite and the "mojahedin" or so-called "people's soldiers" 
represent the people's feelings much less than the "guardians of the revolution" do. 
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Everything indicates that at the present time, carried away with the enthusiasm for 
the "jihad" and convinced of having a God-given leader, the vast majority of Iranians 
are still in favor of the Islamic Revolution and will be as long as the "imam" lives. 
The explanation which the Iranian minister of foreign affairs, Mr Mir Hussein Moussavi, 
gave of his country’s situation can be found in that blind faith. 


"A Kind of Stability" 


Asked about his country's internal situation while visiting New York, Mr Moussavi 
said that the Iranian revolution had attained "a kind of stability" and that this 
stability "has a different political significance from what may be found in the 
West." In the context of the Islamic Revolution, he is entirely right: Stability 
is not the result of a consensus calmly expressed by votes or referendums, but rather 
of conditioning of the people, who are kept under religious "pressure." Observers 
were also amazed at the high percentage of voters who turned out to vote for the 
latest president of the republic. Supporting such observations, Mr Moussavi also 
said that "the people recognize religious law and their awareness has increased." 
According to him, any evaluation of the revolution's success or failure must at 

least be based on these two criteria. An Iranian trait, both national and religious, 
is also a factor: a persecution complex, resulting in fanatical patriotism. The 
contributions of American technicians during the shah's reign was considered an 
admission of the inability of Iranians to manage by themselves; Shi'ite doctrine, 
with the deaths of Hassan and Hussein, who were martyred by the Sunnites, has left 
the faithful with a feeling of bitterness and injustice to be avenged. The worldwide 
censure of the revolution's excesses will at least have had the advantage of causing 
Iran to be respected: "If someone is feared, he is respected." It is from this prin- 
ciple that the Iranian leaders are apparently proceeding. As Mr Moussavi also re- 
portedly stated in New York: "Afterwards (following the revolution and the taking 

of the American hostages), we finally felt we were able to look Western policy in 

the eye and to judge it as it had judged us before that." This remark--or acknowledg- 
ment--says a lot about the scores which Iran felt it had to settle with the rest 

of the world. Currently rising among the Khomeyni government's opponents is the 
lower and average, urban and rural middle class, which was wholly created by the 
imperial regime and which failed to support the shah when he was overthrown, as 

well as the small leftist groups of "mojahedin" undeniably being manipulated by 

the neighboring USSR (whose official party, the Tudeh, is apparently tolerated by 

the authorities, who point to it as proof of pluralism!), some members of the army, 
which has been deprived of its elite by purges (God will provide!) and, finally, 

the ethnic minorities, Kurds, Baluchis or Azerbadijanis, who are pursued by what 
remains of the Iranian Army. Tehran relies more on the preaching of the mullahs 

than on arms to mobilize the people under the banner of a holy war. Contrary to 

what it may look like to the outside world, the Khomeyni government is basically 

not being challenged by Iran itself. But if Iran's interests do not coincide with 
those of the West, it is the latter's duty to be aware of this and to draw conclu- 
sions. The appalling blindness which free countries have displayed concerning Iran, 
from the initial unrest during the shah's reign to the present time, should at least 
have the advantage of providing a broader knowledge and experience of Iranian, and 
especially Shi'ite, reality. 
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Shi'ism: Religion of the Persecuted 


Representing about 8.80 percent of the world's Moslems, the Shi'ites actually con- 
stitute a schism in Islam. Descendants of the followers of Ali, the husband of 
Fatima and thus the prophet's brother in law, opposed to the caliphs who succeeded 
the prophet, their great religious feast, the "Moharram," recalls the "martyrdom" 
of Hussein and Hassan, Ali's two sons, whom the Shi'ites also consider ‘imams," 
religious (and indirectly political) leaders against the "caliphs," politica’ and 
thus religious leaders. 


In 873, Muhammad al Mahdi, the 12th "imam," announced that he "yould conceal himself," 
i.e., that he was going to disappear. The majority of Shi'ites say that he is not 

dead and that he will return himself to announce the "jihad" to win back the world 
forever. The Shi'ites, who were always in the minority in countries with a Sunnite 
majority (except in Iran and Iraq), were often persecuted for centuries by the Sunnites. 


Thus they have a messianic tendency and awareness of having been a persecuted, 
although legitimate minority (if we accept Ali's heritage from Mohammed). In addi- 
tion, the bloody deaths of Hussein and Hassan, who were killed in Kerbela in Iraq 
in 640, gave them martyrs to be avenged. 


Shi'ism believes that the Koran is and must remain the complete code of conduct 

for all Moslems: nothing can be added or subtracted from it, except for interpreta- 
tions such as those of the Qom school of theology. Its opposition to the rest of 
Islam, which it has often considered too "secular" or "accommodating," is well known 
and is being demonstrated every day .... 
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IRAN 


STATUS OF POLITICAL PRISONERS DISCUSSED BY PROSECUTOR GENERAL 
Tehran ETTELA'AT in Persian 12 Nov 81 p 3 
[Interview with Ayatollah Rabbani Amlashi ] 


[Excerpts] Prosecutor general Ayatollah Rabbani Amlashi answered 
questions on various issues during 2 special interview with our 
correspondent the day before yesterday. We herewith bring you 
that interview. 


Procedure for Visiting Political Prisoners 


Commenting on procedures governing visits to political prisoners the rrosecutor 
general said: As far as I know and can guarantee this matter will tuke place in 
that the visitors’ section at Evin prison was inadequate and deficient. The Tehran 
revolutionary prosecutor decided to expand the section and eliminate deficiencies 
so that we can have a decent and proper place for visits to prisoners. You must 
remember that those in Evin are usually political prisoners. During meetings with 
visitors, political prisoners must observe certain conditions, otherwise things 

can be smuggled into or out of prison or contacts established so that prisoners 

can continue plots and treasonous activities they had been engaged in on the out- 
side. The basis for such plots and treacheries within the prison must be elimi- 
nated. Therefore, we must also keep an eye on visits so that prisoners cannot do 
in prison what they were doing on the outside, cannot plot or act treacherously, 
and make certain that harmful materials are not smuggled in from the outside. Of 
course they can listen to news on television and radio. The issue concerns only 
harmful materials. It is important that they do not transfer the nucleus of a 

plot from the outside to the prison. To prevent sedition, there should be no 
direct communication with the outside world. There are no other restrictions on 
visits. It was decided to expand the visiting area and eliminate deficiencies. 

Our revolutionary brother, Mr Lajevardi, had been handling the matter for some 

time and was about to put it into effect. He hired many workers to speed construc 
tion so that prisoners can have visitors. I do not know at this time how far the 
work has progressed to be able to give an accurate comment. In the near future 

I will go to Evin prison and God willing make an on-the-spot inspection of matters. 
I would then be better able to answer questions on such matters. I will tell them 
that so far as possible there should be no unnecessary restrictions. I will recom 
mend that as far as possible consideration should be extended to prisoners and, 

God forbid, no one should be subjected to restrictions without reason. I must add 
that the real cause of imposed restrictions are due to the activities of certain 
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mini-groups. As God is witness, we do not have the slightest inclination to cause 
any discomfort to any of these dear young people who are in fact our children and 
brothers, our family members and relatives and who are of this nation. However, 
when we see them suddenly descend from every side, kill people, children, the 
elderly, and set fire to vehicles and buildings, we cannot sit idle and have no 
choice but to arrest them. 


The prosecutor yeneral added: At one time the wave of arrests had reached a very 
high level. When arrests are on a large scale it follows that adequate attention 
cannot be given to their living conditions, visits and clothing. This is a period 
of crisis. You can be sure, God willing, this difficult period will end after a 
while and things will become normal. Rest assured that if we cannot provide better 
comfort for political prisoners, we shall not give them anything less than the 
others. If you noticed, a television broadcast showed that some individuals ex- 
pressed remorse and recanted. This indicates they were well treated. Otherwise 

I would consider it improbable that these emotion charged youth would recant un- 
less they were well treated. They have said in interviews that before their ar- 
rest they thought revolution guards were executioners and devils but now find they 
are in reality our brothers who have affection for us! One of them described it 
well: Some say there is mistreatment and others say the treatment is good. The 
comment was made by a young woman who added: That depends on the attitude of the 
prisoners themselves. Bear in mind if prisoners behave, are not obstinate and 
rude, show remorse for unpleasant acts which they have committed, you can be sure 
they are well treated. If God forbid I should become aware that a well behaved 
person has been wronged, I will follow up the matter myself and even take legal 
action against the guilty person, whoever that person may be. 


Fast Handling of Cases 


The prosecutor general made this comment concerning the assignment of more inter- 
rogators and religious magistrates in order to speed up the cases of political 
prisoners: Thank God the work is being done. We have brought in new help but 
they cannot start to work the first day without going through training. They will 
soon start their work. We agree that a number of innocent people may be in prison. 
We are always pained by such a possibility and are honestly concerned. But what 
can we do? Of course if we become aware of irregularities you can be sure we will 
pursue the matter. The Supreme Legal Council decided recently that we should look 
into these issues and take legal action without regard to any factor. You your- 
self read in newspapers that we have abolished the war-time tribunal because of 
irregularities that had occurred. 


Release of Prisoncrs 


In answer to a question as to why some Evin prisoners who were ordered released 
some time ago are still in jail, Ayatollah Rabbani Amlashi said: I am not aware 
of this. If there is a specific case, I shall make inquiries and I will investi- 
gate. It is possible that after the cases of such persons are completed other 
reasons, testimonies and accusations are put forward concerning them. In such 
cases the public prosecutor's office might decide to hold them for further ques- 
tioning about new matters that have come up. Otherwise I do not believe the pub- 
lic prosecutor's office would invite a headache by continuing to detain those who 
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have been acquitted and found to be in the clear. However, if you can give a 
specific instance in this regard, we will investigate and you can rest assured we 
shall follow up the matter if a wrong has really been done. 


Judicial Police 


The prosecutor general then commented on the work of the judicial police: The 
judicial police has begun its work, one of its first acts has been the abolition 
of the war-time tribunal. We benefited from the judicial police to resolve this 
matter. We have full trust and confidence in the judicial police whose members 
are specially chosen for the job. 


Reason for the Abolition 


Asked why the war-time tribunal was abolished, Ayatollah Rabbani Amlashi said: 

The tribunal was abolished after we received reports of its very many activities 
that were contrary to civic and religious laws. The inspector general's office 

was called in by us to look into the reports and they did so. It became clear to 
us that irregularities had taken place there. Unauthorized persons had meddled 

and others with some authority had overstepped their prerogatives. In appearance 
it was a war-time tribunal but we found for example that it interfered in narcotics 
matters, in counterrevolutionary issues, and in the work of the tribunal dealing 
with sinful acts. God willing, after we get better, deeper and more precise in- 
formation in this connection we will report to the people. 
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GOVERNMENT TO PROMOTE LOCAL DRUG INDUSTRY 
London 8 DAYS in English No 47, 28 Nov 81 p 43 


[Text ] 


IRAQ’S GENERAL Establishment for 
Drugs is about to put out international ten- 
ders for the construction of a pharmaccuti- 
cals factory at Al Yousafiya, 20km outside 
Baghdad. Feasibility studies for the project 
have been completed by the West German 
consultant Weber Consult, who envisage a 
total cost ot around Iraqi dinars 70m 
($233m). 

When complete. the plant will boost 
Iraq's domestic drug production by more 
than 100 percent. to meet about 80 per cent 
of the country’s total needs according to 
Salman al Jouhari. director-general of the 
General Establishment for Drugs. “The new 
factory will complete the requirements for 
our drug needs. he said, and added that 
Iray will probably continue to import drugs 
to make up the 20 per cent shortfall. 

Iray's centre of drug production is cur- 
renth Samarra. more than 166km north of 
Baghdad. The Soviet-built plant produces 
over 200 items, many of them western 
drugs made under licence in Iraq. “The new 
plant will produce drugs. like antibiotics. 
and alse vitamin pills, not made at 
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Samarra. said al Jouhari. 

In addition to the factory at Al Yousafiya. 
there are plans to build two or three plants 
for the manufacture of intravenous solu- 
tions (IV) in the north and south, within the 
next two years. The organisation also 
decided recently to set up a factory to pro- 
duce syringes. al Jouhari said. 

He also hinted that the government may 
encourage smaller, private sector drug firms 
to carve out a share of the market. “The 
private sector may be developed in the 
future in cooperation with the state organ- 
isations - 

It is also likely that Iraq will increase its 
cooperation with neighbouring Gulf states 
interested in developing an indigenous 
pharmaceuticals industry. The country 
already contributes, along with Saudi 
Arabia and Syria. to the Jordan-based Arab 
Company for Pharmaceuticals and Medical 
Supplies. started two years ago. The firm 
has announced plans to set up a joint ven- 
ture to manufacture pharmaceutical raw 
materials in Ras al Khaymah. in the UAE. 
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IRAQI, IRANIAN ECONOMIC CONDITIONS COMPARED 
Baghdad AL-THAWRAH in Arabic 6 Sep 81 p 7 


[Article: "In a Statement by Hasan Tawfiq al-Najafi, governor of Iraqi Central 
Bank: ‘Country's Economic Development Is Taking Its Normal Course Despite War 
Conditions; Nineteen Percent Increase in Appropriations for This Year's Develop- 
ment Plan Over Last Year's Plan'"] 


[Text] Hasan Tawfiq al-Najafi, the governor of the Iraqi Central Bank, has 
emphasized that the ccuntry's economic development is taking its normal course, 
that the appropriations for this year's development plan have been increased 
19 percent over last year's plan and that the appropriations for the same 
period's ordinary budget have also been increased by 9 percent. 


In a statement on the occasion of the passage of 1 year over our holy war against 
the racist Persian enemy, the governor of the Central Bank has pointed out that 
measures have been taken to create the right atmosphere to boost the activities 
of foreign firms with which contracts have been concluded, to implement the 
national development plans and programs and to enable the firms to speed up 
implementation of the projects entrusted to them. 


The governor of the Iraqi Central Bank has also noted that the banking sector's 
activity has not been affected by the war despite the passage of 1 year over this 
war and that the various kinds of banking operations have continued to keep up 
with the basic cequirements of the economic and social development at the level 
of both the socialist [public] and private sectors. 


The governor has also stressed that the volume of the loans and other credit 
facilities advanced by the banks to the various economic sectors has grown signif- 
icantly, that the balances of the socialist and private sectors’ current, set- 
term and saving accounts have registered high and unprecedented levels and that 
drawing from and depositing in these accounts is proceeding normally. 


He has added that the agencies concerned have been able to secure the needs of 
the fighting front and of the production sectors without having to focus on one 
of these aspects [to the exclusion of the others]. 


The state has undertaken the task of completing the development and construction 


operation under the war conditions which add a positive dimension to the imple- 
mentation of this policy through intensified efforts, sacrifices and discipline 


36 








to bolster the strength of the Iraqi economy, and through the efforts of millions 
of workers in the various branches of the economy to realize a high productivity 
that serves the central primary task and the battle tasks and that preserves the 
spirit of victory. 


The governor of the Iraqi Cent: “~ 1k has also referred to the deterioration in 
Iran's economic conditions and tu tue stifling crisis experienced by Iran and 
embodied in the drop in production, in the decline of production quality, in 
rising prices, in increasing unemployment and in a 13 percent drop in the Iranian 
national production last year, according to information revealed by the Iranian 
Central Bank. 


The Iraqi Central Bank has issued a statement noting that it was officially 
announced in Tehran that the 1980 inflation rate there amounted to 40 percent. 
This is a very high rate when compared with inflation rates in developing 
countries with conditions similar to those of Iran. 


The prices of essential goods in Iran have risen by 27 percent and the number 
of the unemployed there has reached 6 million. 


The reports also indicate a drop in the economic growth rates as a result of 
a drop in the activities of the industrial production, services, insurance and 
trade sectors. 


The Iranian financial situation has worsened further as a result of the war, 

of the heavy financial burdens entailed by the war and of a drop in the state's 
general revenues. The Iranian budget experienced a deficit of more than $5 
billion in 1980 and this deficit is expected to exceed $7 billion this year. 
Defense spending represents a large part of the budget appropriations and it 

is expected that this spending will amount to $14 billion this year. This 
figure represents nearly one-third of Iran's general budget appropriations, 
keeping in mind that Iran's budget relies mainly this year on its oil revenues 
which constitute 80 percent of the total revenues. This will result in serious 
consequences to the Iranian economy, especially if Iran persists in its unjust 
war of aggression against Iraq and if the glut in the world oil market continues 
to exist. 


Published information indicates that Iran's rulers have been compelled to sell 

40 tons of Iran's gold reserves in the free market and at prices below the 
prevalent international prices in order to make up for the deficit in Iran's 
revenues and to repay the country's due debts, amounting to more than $34 billion 
in the first quarter of this year. 


Moreover, the value of the Iranian riyal has dropped to the lowest expected level 


and a US dollar is now worth more than 170 Iranian riyals whereas it was equal 
to 70 riyals before the Iraq-Iran war. 
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WARTIME AGRICULTURAL PLANNING DISCUSSED 
Baghdad AL-THAWRAH in Arabic 8 Sep 81 p 4 


[Article by Sabah Khalil: "Apricultural Sector and Tasks of Bolstering Our 
Victories in Saddam's Qadisiyah"] 


[Text] For a full year, Iraq has been distinguished by being engaged triumphantly 
in both the battle of honor and the battle of reconstruction. While the brave 
men of the 20th century are recording with determination and capability crushing 
defeats on the racist Persian enemy, the Iraqis are realizing with great determi- 
nation the highest production rates in the reconstruction and development process 
being witnessed by our struggling country where the war conditions have not 
obstructed the ceaseless progress toward bolstering the national development 
procession. 


President and Commander Saddam Husayn is thus giving a new proof of the determi- 
nation of the Iraqis to wage the battles of war and reconstruction simultaneously 
when he says: "This time, the fighting will continue and the development projects 
will continue because only then can we preserve an impregnable and strong Iraq 
that is capable of serving the Arab nation." 


Agricultural Sector and Investment Plan 


The agricultural sector's share of the general budget approved for 1981 has been 
generous due to this sector's importance and vitality, considering that it is 

the basis in securing food for the citizens and that it is a fundamental mainstay 
of the comprehensive national development. Appropriations in the investment plan 
of the 1981 budget have amounted to 6,743,000,000 dinars, with an increase of 
1,503,000,000 dinars over last year's appropriations which totalled 5.24 billion 
dinars, i.e. an increase of 28.7 percent. This is an extremely positive 
percentage. However, the ordinary budget has also realized a considerable 
increase. This year's appropriations in the general budget have amounted to 
5,025,000,000 dinars compared to 4,627,000,000 dinars last year, i.e. with an 
increase of 9 percent. A total of 681 million dinars, or 10.1 percent, of these 
appropriations has been allocated for the agricultural sector. This figure 
represents an increase of 34.9 percent over last year's agricultural allocations. 
This is in addition to the allocation of 158 million dinars in the investment 
plan in order to narrow the gap appearing between city, countryside and the 
agricultural sector. These appropriations have been distributed among the various 
aspects of the social, health and cultural life in the countryside and in the 
rural sector. 
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Agricultural Sector and Annual Plan 


One of the revolutionary and democratic traditions established firmly by the 
revolution in the agricultural sector is the tradition of holding annual agri- 
cultural conferences. The 10th annual agricultural conference, held in the 
first quarter of 1981, was extremely significant due to the war conditions under 
which it was convened and due to the nature of its agenda. The conference was 
held while our brave army has been waging the noblest and most sacred national 
battle against the racist Persian enemy. The battle did certainly contribute 
positive results to the discussions held during convocation of the agricultural 
conference. The conference's resolutions and recommendations constituted a 
major gain in realizing the party and revolution leadership's aspirations to 
have agriculture in our country reach advanced stages. The 10th agricultural 
conference resolutions also derived their significance from the outstanding 
efforts exerted by the various agricultural organizations and departments 
throughout the months prior to the conference. Moreover, the conference resolu- 
tions reflected loyalty by the peasant and agricultural cadres to every drop 

of blood that was spilled generously on the battlefield and that achieved victory 
over the enemies. 


The outcome of the conference responded positively to the dictates of the condi- 
tions of our national battle. Firm foundations were laid down for the procession 
of a full year of ceaseless and extraordinary efforts compatible with the efforts 
of our heroes in the battle to preserve the spirit of victory and to support 

the battle in every way possible. 


The months following the convocation of the 10th annual agricultural conference 
witnessed continuous successes in the sphere of precise and comprehensive imple- 
mentation of the agricultural plan approved by the conference. The implementation 
acts have been largely characterized by a spirit of responsibility and have 
contributed to bolstering the capabilities of our armed forces in the Saddam's 
Qadisiyah. 


The agricultural work and production map indicates good implementation rates in 
all junctures of the agricultural process--rates that realize the slogan of 
"agriculture is endless oil" and that embody the slogan raised by the agricul- 
tural sector, saying: "We build with one hand and carry the weapon in the other." 


Battle and Task of Securing Food 


The task of securing food for citizens is an important and vital matter not only 
for achieving victory but also for the perpetuation of this victory. Food is a 
fundamental element in enabling a nation to gain its honor and dignity and here 
is where the magnitude of struggler and leader Saddam Husayn's words that "there 
is no good in a nation that eats more than it produces and that harvests less 
than what it plants" becomes apparent. Therefore, the emergence of an imbalance 
or a flaw in securing food leads to complications in the economic situation and 
reflects negatively on the military situation. So proceeding on the basis of 

the need to secure food both qualitatively and quantitatively in an uninterrupted 
manner and to insure that no bottlenecks develop in the production processes, 
thus affecting the food supply and the flow of food supplies to the local markets. 








The agricultural sector has formulated a program capable of securing all the 
daily food supply needs and of insuring their normal flow to the markets, along 
with securing the food requirement of our valiant armed forces and with storing 
a large reserve of these foods. 


This program has required the agencies concerned with the production, marketing 
and importation operations to exert exhausting and ceaseless efforts for the 
careful implementation of the program and to insure that agricultural development 
is not affected by the war conditions and that the domestic market remains 
stable. This matter has drawn the attention of all those working in the agricul- 
tural sector who have exerted efforts to put agriculture in the desired direction 
so that it may support the national economy with new components and may preserve 
the spirit of victory realized in Saddam's Qadisiyah. 


National Battle and Pan-Arab Experiment at Agricultural Level 


Our struggling country has witnessed in war time a pan-Arab experiment embodied 
in the immigration of Moroccan peasant families to the country. This step has 
embodied the pan-Arab principles advocated by the Socialist Arab Ba'th Party-- 
principles that have become a tangible reality in the great Iraq. The agricul- 
tural agencies concerned and the General Federation of Peasant Associations 
have provided this experiment with all the requirements needed to insure its 
continuation and success in a manner similar to the success of the immigration 
of Egyptian peasants to Iraq several years ago. This experiment has also coin- 
cided with the national battle waged by the brave men of the 20th century in 
defense of the eastern gate of the Arab homeland on behalf of the Arab nation. 
This battle will certainly bolster our struggling country's determination to 
wage the future pan-Arab battles with strength and capability. 


The success realized throughout a full year's march of the agricultural sector 
is an inevitable result of the guarantees provided by the revolution to develop 
our country's agriculture and of the revolution's determination to secure the 
requirements of the holy battle and to continue at the same time to implement 
the development and reconstruction plans and programs with high efficiency. 
This is shown by the realistic indicators concluded from the production figures 
in the fields. The signs indicate an abundant crop of the main food staples, 
especially wheat and barley, for this year. This is in addition to the major 
projects completed in the agricultural sector and spread over all branches of 
agricultural production and in addition to securing monetary liquidity for the 
agricultural projects so that they may continue their work and their tasks 
despite the battle conditions. The revolution has exerted efforts to increase 
the capital of the Cooperative Agricultural Bank two times in succession, the 
first last year and the second this year, from 150 million dinars to 250 million 
dinars and then to 300 million dinars. This underlines the revolution's determi- 
nation to score victory in the reconstruction battle as it has scored victory 

in Saddam's Qadisiyah. 


After the passage of one full year over our just war with the racist Persians, 

we are now proceeding from victory to victory because we rely on faith in what 

is right and on our ability to secure the requirements of victory whereas they 

[Iranians] are proceeding from one defeat to another afflicting them with shame 
and disgrace. 
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HOUSING, CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS SAID INCREASING DESPITE WAR CONDITIONS 
Baghdad AL-THAWRAH in Arabic 8 Sep 81 p7 


[Article by Mustafa Kamal: "In Statement by Minister of Housing and Reconstruction: 
One Billion Dinars Allocated for Housing and Reconstruction Sector During Year of 
Holy Battle; Cost of Projects Undertaken by Housing and Reconstruction Sector Is 

7 Billion Dinars"] 


[Text] Muhammad Fadl Husayn, the minister of housing and reconstruction, has 
asserted that the implementation rate of the service projects throughout a year 
of our just war against the Persian enemy has amounted to threefold the rate of 
what was implemented in the year preceding the war. 


In a statement to the INA [Iraqi News Agency] on occasion of the passage of one 
year over the glorious Qadisiyah Saddam battle, the minister has said that the 
appropriations for the housing and reconstruction sector amounted in the said 
year to one billion dinars, compared to 830 million dinars for the year preceding 
the battle. The minister has also said that the implementation rate and the 
increase in the appropriations underline the strength of our economy and the 

fact that it is based on firm, strong and unshakable foundations, regardless of 
the ferocity of the challenges and plots faced by our struggling country. 


The minister has pointed out that the value of the projects undertaken by the 
sector amounts to 7 billion dinars, of which 2 billion were added during the 

war period and 1.2 billion are allocated for construction of the express highway 
which will link Iraq with the Arab and friendly countries--a highway consisting 
of four lanes and meeting the latest technical standards. The Public Roads and 
Bridges Organization has had the honor of taking part in the Saddam's Qadisiyah 
by opening and paving during 7 months of the battle a total of 2,410 kilometers 
of roads constituting [words dropped] of the total length of roads paved in the 
country before the glorious 71-30 July revolution. 


Road and Bridge Projects 


The minister added that the cost of the projects implemented by the Public Roads 
and Bridges Organization at all levels has amounted to 3.78 billion dinars. The 
implementation of two-thirds of these projects was started during the year of 
victory over the racist Persian enemy. A number of these roads will be completed 
in the next few years at a cost of 2.7 billion dinars, the express highway will 
be completed at a cost of 1.2 billion dinars and 106 big and small bridges will 
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be completed at a cost of 329,545,000 dinars, including al-Dawrah bridge at a 
cost of 33 million dinars, al-Jadiriyah bridge at a cost of 30 million dinars, 
al-A'zamiyah bridge at a cost of 13 million dinars, al-Sanak bridge at a cost 
of 15 million dinars, the second al-‘Amarah bridge at a cost of 6.8 million 
dinars, the fourth Mosul bridge at a cost of 13.9 million dinars and the 
Samarra’ bridge at a cost of 24 million dinars. The other bridges are spread 
throughout the country. 


The minister has also pointed out that the war year has witnessed the construction 
of other projects, such as airports and road intersections, including 12 inter- 
sections at a cost of 80 million dinars. The projects further include the con- 
struction of suspended [overhead] bridges in Qanat al-Jaysh, al-Khalidiyah, 
al-Habbaniyah lake, al-Haswah, Baghdad-al-Hillah road and Damascus square. The 
projects also call for continued maintenance operations to speed up transportation 
traffic and to reduce internal and external road accidents. 


Progress in Providing Housing Uuits 


The minister has also said that the organization's appropriations amounted last 
year to 400 million dinars and that they have risen to 550 million dinars in 1981. 
The ministry's other accomplishments indicate a major qualitative leap in providing 
housing units through the construction of 7,700 units in 16 governorates at a cost 
of 33.5 million dinars. Work is also underway to complete the construction of 
9,907 units at a cost of 26,963,000 dinars. We have adopted a large-scale program 
for the construction of tens of thousands of units for the citizens and for the 
construction of numbers of other units through the employment of advanced modern 
methods to insure rapid implementation and quality control and to reduce the 
shortages in the construction materials used in the construction operation. 


Muhammad Fadl Husayn has also pointed out that the Public Housing Organization 
has also started the construction of three plants for prefabricated housing, in 
addition to the already existing plants, as well as the construction of other 
plants for latticed iron work, insulation materials, procelain, tiles, concrete 
blocks and stone and sand quarries. 


With this inclination, the organization has made long strides on the path of 
using mechanization and modern technology and of entrenching the activities of 
the country’s cooperative movement, considering that the Cooperative Union will 
begin transferring 2,000 units according to the vertical system [as published]. 


Service and Health Projects 


The minister has also said: In the sphere of implementing service and health 
orojects and specialized institutes, projects costing 63 million dinars have 
been constructed in the country's various governorates during the year of the 
glorious battle, in addition to a number of institutes, boarding sections, 
offices for popular organizations, youth centers and party schools in a number 
of the country's governorates at a cost of 35 million dinars. In compliance 
with the instructions of the party and revolution leadership, the ministry is 
also currently constructing 12 hospitals with a capacity of 400 beds in the 
country's various governorates at a cost of hundreds of millions of dollars. 
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Moreover, work continues in order to implement the biggest health project in the 
country, namely the second phase of the medical city and the Ministry of Health 
complex which constitute one of the most prominent features of modern civilization 
and health in our struggling country. 


The minister has also said that the Public Buildings Organization has begun, as 
part of its tasks for the current year, constructing projects costing more than 
one billion dinars. The organization will initiate more than 356 new projects 
at a cost of 540 million dinars, 91 other projects, currently in the stage of 
blueprinting, at a cost of 135 million dinars and 12 development projects that 
are currently under study. The organization is also implementing 783 projects 
as part of its plan for last year at a cost of 1.5 billion dinars. The number 
of these projects has risen this year to 841 projects with an estimated cost of 
more than 2 billion dianrs. 


Water and Sewerage Projects 


The minister has also pointed out that the value of the projects entrusted for 
implementation to the Public Contracting Company for Water and Sewerage Projects 
since the start of the national battle against the Persian enemy has amounted 

to 594 million dinars. The Contracting Company for School Buildings is currently 
building in Baghdad Governorate alone a total of 216 prefabricated schools. 

The company has also started the construction of a plant for the production of 
iron [house] frames and metal sheets. When completed, this plant will be one 

of the country's biggest plants in its field of specialization. 


The National Center for Construction Laboratories is now engaged in quality 
control work in more than 1,500 projects. The center has 50 laboratores to 
insure quick laboratory testing of all kinds of soil and concrete. Moreover, 
the center is engaged in preparing research and studies to find alternatives 
to the conventional construction materials, including a study to use sulfur as 
a partial substitute to asphalt in paving roads. The minister has also noted 
that the National Engineering and Architectural Consultation Center has played 
an important role in preparing complete engineering blueprints for the public 
sector's projects and has complete numerous and precise engineering blueprints. 


Concluding his statement, the minister has pointed out that the progress realized 
in the field of housing and reconstruction come as a result of the ceaseless 

aid which the housing and reconstruction sector receives from the party and 
revolution leadership, headed by leader of the victory President and Commander 
Saddam Husayn, to crystallize the aspiration of building the lofty and strong 
Iraqi edifice capable of bolstering the victorious march and of entrenching the 
spirit of victory in order to realize all of our people's and nation's goals cf 
unity, freedom and socialism. 
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BRIEFS 


IAEA INSPECTION--The International Atomic Energy Agency last week refuted 
Israeli charges that Iraq was trying to manufacture atomic weapons at the 
Osirak reactor near Baghdad which was bombed by Israeli warplanes on June 7. 
Two IAEA inspectors who visited the site said they detected "no non-compliance" 
with the agency's safety regulations and that they had established an inventory 
of 39 fuel assemblies of French origin ccentaining about 12.5 kilograms of highly 
enriched uranium, the same amount recorded by inspectors when the fuel was 
shipped from France to Iraq. IAEA Spokesman Hans Gruemm said the amount of 
nuclear fuel found at the site was half of the minimum required for an atomic 
bomb and that none of the uranium had been diverted from its stated purpose. 

He added that it would be "several years" before the reactor would be able to 
begin operations because of the damage inflicted by the Israeli bombers. 

[Text] [Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT © MEMO in English No 47, 23 Nov 81 p 8] 
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ISRAEL 


SHIM'ON PERES DISCUSSES MIDEAST PEACE EFFORTS 
Paris POLITIQUE INTERNATIONALE in French Summer 81 pp 9-16 
[Article by Shim'on Peres: "The Art of Peace"] 


[Text] For the rest of the world, the Middle East basically represents the source 
of its oil supply. But in my opinion, it would be more appropriate to give greater 
consideration to the region's political future. In this analysis, oil is just one 
of the factors to be considered; it is not the only one. And if it is true that 
oil and politics are closely connected in this case, the preponderant influence 

of the latter over the former cannot be denied. 


Today, the Middle East is going through an unprecedented process of deterioration. 
It offers the distressing spectacle of a juxtaposition of more or less active con- 
flicts with a very uncertain outcome: sporadic confrontation between north and 
south Yemen; a devastating war between Iran and Iraq; the occupation--not so dis- 
interested as it appears--of Lebanon by the Syrians; conflicts between Morocco and 
the POLISARIO [Popular Front for the Liberation of Sagui el Hamra and Rio de Oro] 
Front and between Libya and Chad--whether Colonel Qadhafi is acting in this case 
in his own interest or for that of the USSR. 


But outside the battlefield, a number of political and social issues must also be 
resolved. The Saudi Government thus is not really stable yet: persistent tensions 
between the monarchy and clergy and the imbalance of civilian and military invest- 
ment continue to jeopardize its survival. Jordan, in turn, has pulled away from 
Syria to form an alliance--for how long?--with Iraq. In Sudan, Arab and African 
peoples cannot manage to reach an understanding. Relations between Somalia and 
Ethiopia are far from calm. In Ethiopia, a blood bath followed the fall of the 
negus and the present government continues to rule only through violence and Soviet- 
Cuban aid. 


Iran must cope with social unrest and many other problems. Unlike its Moslem neigh- 
bors, only Turkey seems to be presently managing well since the army took over the 
government: the economic recovery policy and the campaign against terrorism have 
clearly borne fruit in that country. 


Far from diminishing, the causes of these conflicts (social divisions, religious 
and ethnic antagonism, etc.) and unrest take on increasing significance every day. 
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Moreover, in most cases, the superpowers are indirectly involved in these conflicts. 
There is no doubt that the occupation of part of Lebanon by Syria would not have 
been possible without--at least--Moscow's tacit encouragement. Iraq would not have 
ventured into Iran is the USSR had forbidden it to do so, although that invasion 
has apparently caused it to forfeit the open support which it previously enjoyed 
(for geopolitical reasons, the Kremlin has slightly modified its position in an 
attempt to obtain Tehran's favor). 


Unfortunately, the United States has intervened only very little to prevent, or 
resolve a posteriori, these local confrontations. 


In response to the withdrawal of conventional U.S. forces in the Middle East, and 
more specifically in the Persian Gulf area, the USSR has yielded even more readily 

to the imperialistic temptation, recruiting Cuban mercenaries or massively supplying 
sophisticated arms to a few reckless strongmen such as Assad of Syria, Saddam Hussein 
of Iraq or Qadhafi of Libya, the self-proclaimed "protector of Islamic Africa." 


Against such a background, the arsenals of the Middle East are growing tremendously. 
A study conducted by some Israeli university professors concludes that four countries 
--Syria, Iraq, Jordan and Saudi Arabia--have weapons and troops equivalent to those 
of NATO: 790,000 soldiers, as opposed to 626,000 for NATO; 9.3 armored divisions, 

as opposed to 10 for NATO; 17 infantry divisions, compa:‘ed with 17 for NATO; 6,150 
tanks, in comparison to 7,000 for NATO; 1,210 fighter planes, as opposed to 1,900 

for NATO. Adding to that the arms of other Middle East nations, the range--both 
technical and financial--of forces is startling. 


These arms, which were brought into the region because of political unrest, are 
only further stirring up such restlessness. 


And yet that is only the tip of the iceberg, for some countries are now moving toward 
nuclear weapons. And there is no doubt that some of them will manage to obtain 

them in the near future. In this connection, Iraq is working in close cooperation 
with France, which has supplied it with nuclear reactors and enriched uranium for 
possible military purposes. Similarly, an Italian company has sold Baghdad a re- 
processing plant. Iraq is clearly doing everything possible to quickly attain the 
rank of a nuclear power. There also seems to be some kind of agreement between 

Libya and Pakistan concerning the so-called "Islamic bomb"--apparently Qadhafi is 
supplying uranium and capital, hoping to be paid in return with nuclear weapons. 


President Anwar El-Sadat is aware of these many dangers and, in particular, of the 
Soviet threat. Egypt has been a model of internal and external stability, especially 
since it began the regional peace process. It would be able to resist Soviet pres- 
sures and subversion better than other countries. 


But would the case be the same for Saudi Arabia, Sudan, Jordan, Iraq, Iran or Turkey? 
The European leaders with whom I recently spoke believe that the Soviet Union should 
begin to run short of oil in about 5 years. Its interest in oil-rich regions and 


the Persian Gulf are2 will then increase considerably. The prospects of this are 
certain and time is passing at an alarmingly fast rate. 
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in my opinion, remedies for the ills from which the Middle East suffers must not 
all be sought outside the region. The internal weaknesses of some nations-—- 
politically, economically and socially--play a major role in the future of the 
region's security and development. 


In many Middle East countries, a new intelligentsia is emerging, who understand 
perfectly the regressive nature of religious fanaticism and realize that only 
political changes will put an end to the region's present difficulties, while re- 
lieving it of the burden of military spending in favor of economic and social 
investment. 


None of the countries in question can handle alone the combination of the nuclear 
threat, Soviet penetration and social backwardness. Moreover, fighting the first 
two dangers requires a radical modification of the political infrastructure. A 
structure for peace must quickly be created to cope with these dangers and to re- 
store calm in the region in the next 5 to 10 years. 


All of these considerations lead me to believe that Israel must concentrate a good 
part of its political activity in the Middle East itself. 


Since its birth in 1948 to the early 1960's, Israel has oriented its efforts toward 
Europe. Deprived of stable sources of arms, it had to turn to Europe, and particu- 
larly to France, to offset the imbalance created by the heavy weaponry of Arab 
countries. Our "special relations" with France were--as everyone knows--suddenly 
broken off in 1967 and since De Gaulle's about-face, the United States has supported 
us politically, financially and militarily. Despite the tragic historic ties uniting 
us and beyond our rather unsatisfactory relations with the Common Market, Europe 

is moving farther and farther away from Israel. The old continent is today ridden 
with energy problems. It is no longer strong enough to overlook economic considera- 
tions. Seen from the Middle East, Evrope has more an image of opportunism than 

of hope. Europeans sometimes act with more enthusiasm than Egypt, without realizing 
that they are thus alienating Israel from its neighbors instead of trying to bring 
them together. Israel will no doubt have a lot of trouble convincing Europe to 
adopt a more balanced policy, but dialogue continues to be necessary, however. 


Assuming that the United States, during the presidency of Ronald Reagan, will work 

to strengthen Israel and for its properity, the inevitable pressures and constraints 
which will induce America to develop ties with other Middle East countries must not 
be underestimated, however. This is why, while maintaining our relations with the 
United States, we should seek to develop trust and cooperation with our neighbors. 

To prepare for the future, Israel should, as I have said, orient its diplomacy toward 
the Middle East itself. 


Neither Israel nor the Arabs are doing anyone a favor by seeking peace. Future 
dangers are not the only reasons for joint action: The time has come to take a 

new departure. For the barrier of hostility has been broken for the first time, 
with the signing of the Israeli--Egyptian treaty. A formal precedent now exists 

for Arabs and Jews to live in peace. The conflicts draining the region today are no 
longer related to Israel's existence or policy. The confrontations between Iran 

and Iraq or between Morocco and the POLISARIO Front are in no way related to the 
Israeli-Arab conflict. Thus this dual observation: 1) Peace is a vital necessity, 
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perhaps even more for Arab countries than for Israel; 2) A vast strategy for peace 
must be based on a certain number of priorities. 


The most important aspect will continue to be relations between Israel and Egypt. 
We must do everything possible to prove to other countries in the region that the 
peace process is a permanent and productive undertaking. To achieve this goal, 

we must strive to reach an agreement concerning the autonomy provision, which con- 
stitutes the second stage of the Camp David process and is not beyond the means 

of any country involved. Once signed, this agreement should be implemented in the 
Gaza Strip and then in other territories. The policy of "measures for trust," de- 
sired by Egypt, should be accepted by both sides so that Jerusalem and Cairo can 
coordinate their efforts to guarantee the dynamics of the peace process. In plain 
language: We recognize the essential role played by Egypt in the Arab world and 
intend to act accordingly. 


Our second priority should be a joint effort to resolve the Palestinian problem. 
The Israelis have no interest in forever taking responsibility for the fate of 1.3 
million Palestinians residing on the West Bank and in the Gaza Strip. This would 
be in contradiction to the deep-rooted nature of the Hebrew nation. It is a ques- 
tion of finding the best solution, one that is capable of assuring stability and 
peace on a permanent basis. 


Half of the Palestinians now live in Jordan and half in occupied territories. The 
PLO and its "moderate" supporters contend that an independent Palestinian state 
should be established in Judea, Samaria and the Gaza Strip, beside an existing 
Palestinian state: Jordan. I am very much afraid that this proposal is not a solu- 
tion but rather a source of future conflict. This new Palestinian state could only | 
endanger Jordan and would appear to be a second South Yemen--or even a second Libya-- | 
threatening the peace and stability of the entire region. 


Moreover, such a sovereign state located between Jordan and Israel could find it 
difficult to receive all Palestinians (refugees and others) scattered throughout 
the Middle East. This would lead only to perpetuating the "Palestinian question," 

while inevitably putting pressure on Israel. Then there is also the problem of 
demilitarization. Under a Jordanian-Israeli agreement, the West Bank could actually 

be demilitarized. But in contrast, a separate state would mean the establishment 

of a separate army, present at the gates of Jerusalem and near the Israeli coastline. 

This is why a second Palestinian state of radical sympathies is unacceptable to 

Israel. 


Israel thinks that it can convince the international community that the solution 

to the problem lies in the creation of a Jordanian-Palestinian structure with its 

own government and assuring Israel of permanent and defensible borders. In this 
regard, we are prepared to negotiate with the Jordanians and Palestinians, together 

or separately, providing of course that they accept this working hypothesis beforehand. 


The south of Israel was considered a desert, a wasteland, for years. But the area 
has gradually returned to life, taking on growing strategic importance. Israel 

has developed the port of Eilat and Jordan is actively improving the port of Aqaba. 
The two cites are only kilometers apart. Aqaba has also become an important supply 
base for Iraq, particularly since Iraqi-Syrian relations have "cooled." The 











resumption of shipping in the narrow straits of the Red Sea is no less vital for 
Jordan than for Israel. Israel has built a highway in the Arava Desert, from Eilat 
to Bersheva. Jordan is presently doing the same, from Aqaba to Amman (and from 
there to Baghdad). Israel has built an airport near Eilat and Jordan is also buiid- 
ing one near Aqaba. Israel has developed its potash mines at the southern end of 
the Dead Sea, followed again in this instance by Jordan. The level of the Dead Sea 
has begun to drop since the Jordan River was diverted for irrigation purposes, both 
to Israel and to Jordan. 


Thus the only way of keeping the Dead Sea a source of minerals is to allow the 
Mediterranean Sea to flow into it. The Dead Sea's level will be determined by this 
flow of water through a canal crossing Israel. If the Dead Sea's level is too high 
or too low, Jordanian potash mines will be jeopardized. 


A symmetrical situation of mutual dependence has thus been created. Either freedom 

of shipping is assured for both countries or it does not exist for either. Either the 
air space is open or else both Israeli and Jordanian planes will be in danger. Either 
highway traffic is unhindered or both countries experience transportation problems. 
Either the Dead Sea's mineral wealth is exploited jointly or that unique sea's enormous 
resources constitute a barrier between us. Will this desert be one of confrontation 
or cooperation? Obviously, Jordan will not be able to continue to threaten us and 

to refuse to cooperate with us. 


But this time the problem also involves Iraq. Jordan is well aware, in fact, that 
remaining troops between Jordan and Shatt-al-Areb have been substantially reduced. 
Nine or 10 of the 12 Iraqi divisions are now engaged in the war against Iran. Jordan, 
with its 4 or 5 divisions, could hardly be a great help to Iraq, particularly since 
the Syrians are watching for the least sign of wezkness on its part. Under these 
conditions, Jordan must draw its own conclusions; and in this regard, nothing is 
ever simple. King Hussein cannot continue to turn his back on Israel, believing 
that we will forever accept such an unconcerned attitude. It is Jordan--and not 
just Israel--which must, in the final analysis, choose between war and peace. Thus 
Jerusalem--together with Cairo--must necessarily put Jordanian-Israeli cooperation 
on the agenda. 


Then the final and decisive obstacle could be cleared: the establishment of a joint 
untertaking, on Egypt's initiative and with the participation of Israel, Saudi Arabia 
and Jordan, supported by the United States and Europe at the same time. 


This joint undertaking must strive to avert the four basic dangers threatening the 
region: internal conflicts, nuclear dangers, Soviet penetration and social under- 
development. 


Such a project does not require the establishment of a rigid, monolithic structure. 
Any solution of compromise can be planned so that it can be implemented in stages: 
what counts is not so much its form as its content. In any case, it is only at 
this price that we will manage to face future challenges with a broad outlook and 
determination; it is only under these conditions that we will be able to say good- 
bye to war and poverty. 
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ISRAEL 


MAYOR KHALAF DISCUSSES CURRENT STANCE 
Jerusalem AL-BAYADIR AL-SIYASI in Arabic No 4,1 Aug 81 pp 20-21 


[Article by Karim Khalaf, mayor of Ramallah: "The Seriousness of This Stage, and 
the Duties of the Nations of the Steadfastness Front" ] 


[Text] The fact that U.S. imperialism has lost its ability to control the reins 
of historical initiative does not mean that imperialism has losts its capability 
of aggression and its capabilities of utilizing barbarous means, together with 
elements which are allied with it, to attempt to fragment the Arab world and to 
dominate it. The truth of this fact is being confirmed by what the Arab world is 
witnessing and by what the Arab nations are being subjected to. 


The Arab nations have thwarted these attempts which aimed at inducing them to 
surrender by means of imposing upon them a solution which eliminates their basic 
cause. These Arab nations have rejected Sadat's policy, which the U.S. fancies 
that it has the ability to promote and expand. This failure which has been the lot 
of hostile forces, led by the U.S., and their loss of important strategic positions 
due to the revolutionary transformation which took place in Afghanistan, Iran, and 
Ethiopia, is what has impelled these forces to intensify their onslaught against 
the Arab world. 


We are not here concerned with enumerating or drawing up a list of everything that 
the U.S. has done against the Arab nations. The ugly criminal history of these 
actions if full of terrorism and aggression. Every Arab child, throughout the Arab 
world, has suffered, and continues to suffer, from the long list of vicious crimes 
committed by the U.S. 


These hostile forces realize that patriotic regimes and Arab liberation movements, 
led by the Palestinian Resistance, are the barrier which stands in the path of 
successfully carrying out the U.S. conspiracy. Consequently they are the target 
of the implementation of this conspiracy, the chapters of which we have witnessed 
in many locations in the Arab world. Perhaps the chapter which has been most 
clearly shown is that concerning what the Palestinian Resistance has been subjected 
to in Lebanon, what our masses of people have been subjected to in the occupied 
territories, and the conspiracies which have been witnessed by Libya, Syria, Demo- 
cratic Yemen, and Algeria. All of this has been an attempt to distract them from 
the basic objective, which is that of supporting the PLO in order that it attain 
its lofty goals and realize its just aspirations. 


50 














Isolation of the Palestinian Resistance 


The U.S. realizes that if these patriotic regimes can be crushed then it will be 
easy for it to isolate the Palestinian Resistance. This is the thing which has top 
priority in the program being pursued by reactionary Zionist and imperialist forces. 
Washington also realizes that, in the steady growth of the Arab liberation movement 
and in the anchoring of Arab patriotic regimes, there is danger to the reactionary 
regimes in the region which maintain close ties to the U.S. government. This 
explains the viciousness of this hostile onslaught and the participation of reac- 
tionary forces in attacking the patriotic regimes and Palestinian organizations 
which, for many long years, have continually waged war and have opposed the U.S. 
war machine--before the very eyes and ears of those regimes which are calling for 
the "neutralization" of the U.S. 


A few years ago there occurred the formation of the Steadfastness and Confrontation 
Front, the members of which are Syria, Libya, Democratic Yemen, Algeria and the 
PLO. This was done in a serious attempt to oppose U.S. plans and Sadat's capitula- 
tion policy which took Egypt out of the battle areas. This front took it upon 
itself to oppose the hostile plans which have mainly been drawn up in Washington. 
The front consequently became the object of attacks made by the reactionary 
imperialist and Zionist forces. The nations in this front have witnessed vicious 
attacks and sabotage operations which were mounted in an attempt to persuade them 
to renounce their objectives, their independence, and their role which is hostile 
to imperialism in all of its forms. However, the earnest stance taken by the 
members of the Steadfastness Front has thwarted the aims of these hostile forces 
and has prevented other Arab regimes from jumping on the Camp David bandwagon, in 
spite of their acts of provocation against the nations of the Steadfastness Front 
and in spite of the criminal elements which they had sent to these nations to 
commit abuse and sabotage. 


Democratic Yemen has heen subjected to impudent shameful provocations on the part 
of Saudi Arabia and the Sultanate of Oman in an attempt to bring down this patri- 
otic regime in Aden. In Algeria hostile forces have tried to stir up sectarian 
discord. In Rabat the Moroccan reactionary regime is still continuing to conspire 
against the gains and revolution achieved by the Algerian people. 


As for the Libyan Jamahiriyah, it has been subjected to a campaign of violent 
threats to mount a large-scale attack against it, and the two regimes in Cairo and 
Khartoum are the most important participants in this action together with Israel 
and the U.S. Syria, which has succeeded in eliminating the criminal elements 
which caused havoc and committeed sabotage inside the country, continues to oppose 
the separatist bands and their allies in Lebanon--a country which our enemies 
still fancy will be a graveyard for the men in our Palestinian organizations and a 
dagger in the back of Syria. 


The nations of the Steadfastness and Confrontation Front, including the PLO, are 
the target of the vicious conspiracy which our regioniscurrently being subjected 
to. Weakening this front is the first step toward dominating the Arab world with 
all of its potential and all of its wealth. This is the only means by which 
hostile forces can keep the Israeli occupation alive and protect the reactionary 
regimes and elements from the anger of the Arab massess--reactionary regimes and 
elements which are witnessing a gradual increase in opposition to their domination 
and to the terrorism waged by them. 
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The U.S. has forced the Arab people to take part in a vicious battle. It isa 
challenge to their civilization, and it requires a decisive Arab response which can 
put a stop to U.S. aggression against the Arab nations and their achievements. The 
conspiracy is aimed not only at the Palestinian people, but at the entire Arab 
world. The entire Arab world must be kept secure, and its security cannot be 
fragmented. However, we need to be alert to the fact that the Zionists and 
imperialists are attempting to involve the Arabs in marginal causes which are far 
removed from our fundamental cause. 


Summit Meetings 


The hostile actions committed by the U.S. so far have not been met with a decisive 
Arab response. Quite the contrary, many Arab regimes continue to draw closer to 
Washington the more intense and vicious this onslaught against the Arab world 
becomes. The latest summit meetings did not succeed in coming up with effective 
decisions which committed those at the meetings to oppose the plans of the U.S. 
The nations of the Steadfastness Front have remained the only ones which are com- 
batting the hostile forces. The "solidarity," which usually is prominent in the 
recommendations made at these summit meetings, is to be interpreted as more attacks 
and more conspiracy against the Palestinian people and the Arab patriotic regimes, 
and more promotion and support for the hostile U.S. policy. 


Perhaps the positions taken by the Arab regimes which are outside the framework of 
the Steadfastness and Confrontation Front and which refuse to respond to actions 
taken by the U.S. in spite of the means and potential which they have available are 
the thing which impels us to demand that the members of the Steadfastness Front 
take quick action and set up a practical plan which is appropriate in view of the 
danger of the present stage of affairs which is witnessing an intensification in 
attacks against the members of this front--especially the Palestinian Resistance, 
which has been continuously waging the war for years. 


The PLO has undertaken gigantic efforts to attempt to gather together the forces 
and potential of the nations of the Steadfastness Front, and has proclaimed the 
necessity of going over from the defense to the attack. Recently actions have been 
undertaken by the leaders of the member states [of the Steadfastness and Confronta- 
tion Front] in the direction of cooperation and mutual consultation. We hope that 
this will result in real action being taken immediately, because the responsibility 
is a great one and the trusteeship is a weighty and noble one. What is needed now 
more than ever, and is needed urgently, is for a meeting to take place which would 
result in a practical formula which would thwart the actions engaged in by hostile 
forces and ward off the vicious attacks which the region is being subjected to. At 
the same time, it is necessary to remember to stay on one's guard and be cautious 
concerning the reactionary regimes which are closely linked to Washington. It is 
not possible for two groups to join forces when one of the two groups is hostile to 
U.S. policy and the other group promotes it and endeavors to further it. 


The latest actions which have been engaged in by the leaders of the nations of the 
Steadfastness Front, and their belief in the necessity to consolidate their alli- 
ance with the Soviet Union, have caused a great deal of apprehension and alarm 
among hostile circles. This means that the setting up of a clear and practical 
program for the members of this front, and supporting the alliance with Moscow, 
will serve to disconcert these circles and to thwart their conspiracies. At the 
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same time this will contribute toward the steady growth of the revolutionary tide in 
the region which is against the conspiratorial elements. 


With the escalation of the vicious hostile attacks against the Arab world, the 
masses are increasingly putting their hopes in the nations of the Steadfastness 
Front--the protective armor for their aspirations and achievements. This hope 
should constitute an impetus for the members of this front to proceed to lead these 
masses toward the stage of achieving their accomplishments, reaping the harvest of 
their gains, and winning the battle, which was imposed upon them, so that they can 
attain their objectives. As for the occupied territories, the seriousness of the 
present stage of affairs makes it imperative for our masses to achieve more soli- 
darity and more national unity in a quiet atmosphere of democracy which will furnish 
this unity with real and sound significance. Such unity will then enable us to 
achieve the results hoped for. National unity is one of the most important factors 
which contribute toward the thwarting of hostile plans and is one of the most 
important duties which we have assumed in order to lend our support to the activi- 
ties, program, and positions of the nations of the Steadfastness and Confrontation 
Front. 
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ISRAEL 


WEST BANK PERSONALITY ANALYZES ELECTIONS 
Jerusalem AL-BAYADIR AL-SIYASI in Arabic No 4,1 Aug 81 pp 22-26 


[Article by Ibrahim al-Daqqaq, president of the Engineers’ Union in the West Bank: 
"The 1981 Israeli Election Campaign--Its Framework and Its Significance" ] 


[Text] When Menachem Begin made his sacred oath that he would not permit any 
Israeli withdrawal from the occupied territories if the Israeli voters would keep 
him as leader of the Israeli government, he was in fact presenting the voters in 
Israel with a platform of Zionist monopolistic capitalism. 


When Shimon Peres stood up and asserted, time after time, that the blue line 
represented by the Jordan River, in fact, constituted Israel's actual boundary, 
he was not opposing Menachem Begin's election campaign platform, nor was he 
opposing his political orientation. 


These two positions represent two sides of the same coin--a coin which has been 
afflicted with inflation just as the Israeli pound has been afflicted with infla- 
tion since the founding of the nation until the present. 


Thus is was clear that whoever won--whether it be Begin, the more aggressive person, 
or Peres, the more diplomatic person--this would not change the nature of Israel's 
policy which denies the rights of the Palestinian people and is in keeping with 

the nature of profound social changes which have taken place inside Israel society. 


There remains one question which suggests itself: Are Israeli election campaigns, 
given these circumstances and factors, merely ordinary [Israeli] election campaigns 
which concern neither Palestinians nor Arabs, wherever they might be? 


As a response to this question we would like to say that the election campaign, and 
not the results of the elections, clearly revealed that it did involve matters which 


are of utmost importance to both Palestinians and Arabs. 


Before presenting these matters to our readers we first need to make a study of the 
social structure in Israel. 


Change in Israel's Social Structure 


It is impossible to ignore the internal developments which have taken place in 
Israel since the stage when it was built as a nation (1948-1967) up till the present 
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stage of extension and expansion. This historical delimitation does not mean that 
there has been a lack of intermeshing of all of the stages of Zionist history in 
the territory of Palestine as a response to the nature of the organic relationship 
which has linked this Zionist entity to the world imperialist and settlement move- 
ment and the continuation of this relationship between the state [of Israel] and 
the world capitalist market. For this reason, the growth of Israeli capital and 
its penetration into agriculture and industry as well as its subordination to the 
Zionist establishments which were set up by the Zionist movement in the Yishuv 
period in order to serve its interests or to commit them to reconciling their 
situation with its nature, in addition to the linkage of this capital to the world 
production market and labor distribution market, have resulted in a social situation 
which is favorable to it inside Israel. 


In spite of the fact that the reconciliation process went on all during the three 
previous decades, it did not always take place in a quiet and peaceful manner. 
Sometimes it was frustrated. The tool for achieving this reconciliation was the 
military establishment, with its administration, armed forces, and other institu- 
tions. Perhaps we remember the role which was played by the Lavon affair (1953- 
1955), the 1956 War, and the fall of Ben-Gurion in 1963 and in 1967. It is no 
longer a secret that a silent revolution took place just a few days before the June 
War when Moshe Dayan was brought into the Ministry of Defense in spite of opposition 
to this at that time by Prime Minister Levi Eshkol. 


The role of the military establishment grew under exaggerated Israeli considerations 
of security. This establishment then exceeded the boundaries of its security 
responsibilities and was transformed into a factor of social and economic pressure 
after the expansion of Israel's war industry after 1967, especially after the 
economic conference which was held in Jerusalem. This conference was tantamount to 
an open declaration of the fact that the battle had been decided in favor of an 
alliance of local and international capital at the expense of the Zionist establish- 
ments which had been established on the shoulders of the pioneering Zionist movement 
and the process of building the nation in its initial stages. 


We are not here concerned with tracing the growth of the military establishment and 
its armament industry, which by 1980 had become the seventh-largest exporter of arms 
to the world. But highlighting its role, and at the same time pointing out the 
Israeli security phobia which has become a form of national mental exercise guided 
by the Israeli media, will explain many of the phenomena which we are observing at 
the present time. 


Zionist Parties and the Ma'arakh As Opposed to the Likud 


If we compare the platforms of the various Zionist parties, both rightist and 
leftist, which were presented during the election campaign, we find that they are 
clearly in agreement concerning their hostility to the Palestinian people and 
concerning expansion of the role of the military in the life of Israel. 


Thus one finds "justification" for the apprehension which Bruno Kreisky, the 
chancellor of Austria, recently expressed to some visitors of his concerning the 
probably occurrence of a new silent revolution in Israel. 








The fact that Israeli political leaders have come to be at the mercy of the military 
establishment and dominated by its financial and industrial capital, along with 
everything which this involves in terms of integration with the international pro- 
duction market in the capitalist world, has created a situation of profound 
polarization in Israel. This tends to confirm the fact that the election campaign 
was decided in a way which was aginst the interests of the Jewish masses and against 
the rights of the Palestinian people even before it began, since victory in the 
elections would belong to only one of two racehorses--the Liku or the Ma‘arakh. 


In spite of this polarization in Israeli society and the appearance of the Likud 

and Ma'arakh as the only two racehorses in the contest, the difference in the two 
positions taken by the two parties was not necessarily only a difference in form, 
even though it was a difference among groups from the same position in the class 

structure. 


It is possible to shed some light on the nature of this difference if we recall how 
the Zionist parties were formed and the nature of their commitments among Jewish 
circles in all parts of the world. The large parties have their own kibbutzin, 
moshavim, local and international organizations, and even their own athletic teams. 
This means that the democratic process plays a restricted role in determining the 
nature of Israeli policy. 


What this means is that the voice of the individual, although important, is not the 
decisive vote. The decisive factor is how the party economic and social organiza~- 
tions influence the formation of Israeli policy. For this reason, the historical 
role of the kibbutzim in Israeli policy during the stage of building the nation is 
no longer a role which possesses the same importance since the kibbutz, histadrut, 
moshav, and other institutions have entered into the process of reconciliation 
which has been led by the military establishment. In this manner, these institu- 
tions lost the previous independence which they had enjoyed. The chief criterion 
became the degree of loyalty to the Zionist consensus which is led by the alliance 
of Zionist and international capital. | 





This is why we understand the role of the Mapam Party, its renunciation of its 
previous slogans (such as Marxism and Borochovism), and its renunciation of its 
objective of establishing Arab-Jewish brotherhood within the framework of a 
binational state. 


We thus also understand the failure of the DASH movement, which appeared as a 
response to disappointment felt concerning the policy of the Ma'arakh as well as 
the emaciation of the role of the minor election candidates. 


Let us return to the differences between the Ma'arakh and the Likud. The Likud, 
which represents the most aggressive elements in Zionist monopolistic circles, is 
behind the latest step of organizing an extremely serious revolution in the life 

of Israel--which is that of deciding matters, once and for all, in favor of these 
monopolies and in favor of international capital, and bringing about the dominance 
of political fascism. Thus we should not find it strange that Begin, several weeks 
ago, stated that Israel is not begging for aid from the U.S., but rather is a full 
partner of the U.S. This is something which Reagan later on emphasized when he 
stated that if Israel had not been established in the region then U.S. forces would 
have had to occupy the area in order to protect U.S. interests there. 


56 





The similarity between both Begin's and Reagan's concept of the U.S.-Israeli 
relationship means that there is, in fact, complete agreement in the two policies. 
This was expressed by Reagan's statement after the destruction of the Iraqi nuclear 
reactor, and by Begin's request that the U.S. President, as Begin put it, "put a 
stop to the buffoonery which is going on in the UN Security Council." 


Zionist parties have their organizations which have been formed historically, and 
the Likud, in addition to having such organizations, has also made use of an even 
more aggressive group called the Gush Emunim. In September 1980 an Israeli journ- 
alist told me that this organization is able to mobilize between 50,000 and 100,000 
people. He said that it has considerable influence in the Israeli Army and that it 
has good connections with the chief of staff, senior officers, junior officers, and 
NCO's. He also said that the Gush Emunim has been transformed into a branch of the 
Israeli Army which bears the name “Territorial Defense Forces" [IDF]. 


But how does the Labor Party differ from the Likud Party? The Israeli journalist 
says that Peres was the outstanding disciple of Ben-Gurion and Golda Meir, who were 
known for their pragmatism and inflexibility. He claimed that Peres and the Labor 
Party were against establishing further settlements. But this position is subject 
to many unstable factors, and consequently Peres is a political phenomenon which 

is cause for alarm and cannot inspire trust. 


To a considerable degree, an observer cannot help but agree with this Israeli 
journalist's opinion, but agreeing with this opinion does not change the fact that 
this party is hostile toward the Palestinians. We are not basing this allegation 
on the history of the party's hostility since the establishment of Israel and up 
till the assuming of power by the Likud. We are basing the allegation on this 
party's position taken while it was the opposition party for 4 years and was 
attempting to outbid the Likud in terms of extremism and then cloak itself in the 
guise of a national consensus in order to hide the fact that it was in agreement 
with the disastrous policy of the Likud. 


In addition to this, the Ma'arakh has international support which is greater then 
the support which the Likud has, and this makes its role more important. It has 
ties with international socialism and some of the international labor organizations. 
This provides it with an appropriate cover in order to be able to push through its 
policy of national and social subjugation of the Palestinians after embellishing it 
with shiny slogans which are democratic in form but vindictive in content. However, 
the remnants of some liberal Zionist groups are still in the party, and they have 
not yet accepted the reality of the profound change which has occurred inside 
Israeli society. These groups still exercise a limited degree of influence in 
maintaining theis party's liberal appearance. 


This is something which the party leaders are anxious to maintain as long as the 
party's decisive policy and content are in their hands and are shaped by them in a 
manner which is in keeping with the nature of production relationships inside 
Israel and in keeping with the fact that these relationships are linked to the 
policy of imperialism as a whole in the world. Perhaps the differences between 
the two parties were greater than this, but we believe that the result of the 
elections confirmed the hostility of the Israeli political establishment generally 
toward peaceful solutions and that they were not decisive with regard to the two 
large parties. 
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The results published also confirmed the decrease in the role played by the minor 
election candidates in favor of the role played by the two large parties, which 
means the establishment of a system similar to that of the U.S. two-party system. 
But the equal number of seats won by the two parties has given some of the other 
right-wing extremist candidates a power to commit extortion which does not go 
beyond their actual following among the voters [as published]. In other words, this 
extortion will float on the surface of Israeli politics as a falsification of the 
Israeli voters' [government] administration. 


There is a lot of talk about the emaciation of democratic institutions in Israel 

and the appearence of various fascist practices either to decide internal matters or 
to distract people's attention from everyday problems. All of these phenomena are 
logical when seen in the light of the polarization which has imposed itself upon 
Israeli society, in light of splits in the market economy and sectarian schisms, and 
in light of the economic and social crises. 


This policy is the last remaining means in the hands of the Zionist leaders to save 
their establishment from collapsing, but this policy itself leads to national, 
political, and human suicide. It is not possible to easily retreat from this policy 
which is steeped in reaction. This is because such a retreat would mean reconsti- 
tuting Israeli society, and this is something which is not possible under present 
circumstances. But insisting on this policy might lead to a military confrontation 
with neighboring Arab states and might lead to an expansion of the circle of con- 
frontation, which would constitute a danger which would threaten world peace. 


The Palestinian Position 


The PLO's position, on the other hand, has taken on a new form and clearer content. 
This position is considered to be something of very important significance in 
light of the decision by the 15th Palestinian National Qouncil which stipulates 
conducting a dialogue with non-Ztonist Israeli groups and putting a halt to all 
dialogue with Zionist groups, whether these groups are rightist or leftist groups. 


The decision by the PLO's Executive Committee to support and back the Democratic 
Front for Peace and Equality, and its clear appeal to rally around it and elect its 
candidates, is tantamount to putting the decision of the Palestinian National 
Council into effect. This decision indicates, in no uncertain terms, the entry of 
the PLO as an ally of Arab and Jewish democratic forces and against Zionism and the 
imperialist alliance in the region which is being led by the U.S. We do not wish to 
skip over the barriers of the future and decide that it constitutes a strategic 

step toward consolidating the alliance between all of the forces opposed to 
imperialism and Zionism, on both sides of the conflict, against the imperialist, 
reactionary, and Zionist forces in the region. But we can assert that this decision 
does contain such significance and content, and does truthfully reveal the depth of 
the Palestinians' vision with regard to the struggle and the realistic and human 
nature of their visision. 


However, as we ponder the future, it is necessary for us to envision things in an 
integrated framework which accounts for Arabs, Palestinian, and Israeli dimensions. 
We do not exaggerate when we say that the PLO's latest position accounts for all of 
these dimensions. By directly entering into the process of polarization and social 
struggle inside the Arab world, and by giving clear support to democratic 
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orientations, the PLO is offering itself as a factor assisting in the process of 
change which is currently taking place in the region. At the same time, the PLO is 
offering another solution which depends on a confrontation between the democratic 
alliance, which is striving to form, and the polarization which has been consecrated 
by the Egyptian-Israeli peace treaty. In other words, having taken this position, 
the PLO is offering a new concept of the Palestinian-Israeli conflict which is based 
on doing away with the chauvinistic slogans which reactionary leaders in the Arab 
world have been profiting from and which Israel has been exploiting in order to 
kindle hostility agains the Arabs generally and against the Palestinians in 
particular. 


The Position Taken by Jordan and the Arab Countries 


Jordan did cherish hopes of arriving at a peaceful solution with Israel within the 
framework of a united kingdom. But the Camp David agreements, and the [Palestinian] 
autonomy previously suggested by Begin, dashed these hopes. The only hope then for 
the solution which Jordan wanted was for a return of the Ma‘arakh or an alternative 
alliance capable of proceeding according to this policy. 


Jordan was not the only country which was hoping for this solution. There were 
other Arab regimes which agreed with this point of view. For this reason, during 
and after the election campaign the Jordanian position was characterized by violent 
attacks against the Likud and against its leader, Menachim Begin. 


The Likud victory has, if only partially, blocked the path of other Israeli forces 
which saw in the Jordanian solution and in Jordan the path to a solution. This 
serves to weaken the Jordanian position vis-a-vis Syria and the PLO. It proves 
that the other approach being followed by the Steadfastness and Confrontation Front 
is the result of a more profound understanding of the nature of the confrontation 
with Israel and is characterized by a more extensive commitment to the legitimate 
rights of the Palestinians. 


The U.S. tried to encourage Jordan to pursue a policy which was midway between 
Sadat's policy and the policy of the Steadfastness and Confrontation Front. This 
encouragement found support on the part of Saudi Arabia and Morocco. For this 
reason, since the emergence of the Egyptian-Israeli peace treaty, Jordan's policy 
has enjoyed broad circulation among the Arab regimes. But the failure of Iraq's 
invasion of Iran, Israel's attack on the Iraqi nuclear reactor, Syria's steadfast- 
ness in the face of conspiracies against it, the emergence of the importance of the 
Syrian-Soviet alliance, and the Likud Party's victory in the elections, have all 
revealed the social positions of the Arab regimes and the extent to which they 
pursue a policy which is hostile to the Palestinian people. 


This tends to highlight two facts: The first of these is that the only alternative 
to the present Jordanian and Arab policy is a clear alliance with the Soviet Union. 
This has to be done in order to confront the Israeli policy which is supported by 
the U.S. 


The second of these facts is that the needs of this present stage conflict with the 
nature of the social and class structure of these regimes. For this reason, the 
victory of the Israeli right wing in the last elections will help to further reveal 
this contradiction and make it more profound. 
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Prospects for the Future 


We do not want to give free rein to our imaginations and fancy things which are not 
likely to take place. But we can confidently say that there are objective circum- 
stances which are a sign of changes to take place in the social map of the region. 
There are many indications in Israel, in the occupied territories, and across the 
borders which confirm this. The position taken by the PLO with regard to the 
elections if one of the most prominent such indicators. Disappointment inside 
Israel over the results of the elections, and the demand for change, is also 
another indicator which is worthy of consideration. 


The question is, is there a justification for an internal alliance between the 
Democratic Front and the Zionist left in Israel? 


The fact is that there are many justifications for this. There are quiet a few 
points of agreement between them. Also, such an alliance would not conflict with 
the above-mentioned decision of the Palestinian National Council because it is an 
internal matter and constitutes a temporary alliance. This alliance could be based 
on a minimum platform which would call for the following: 


. Resistance to fascism and protection of democratic institutions. 
Putting a stop to social and economic deterioration. 

Putting a stop to establishing further settlements. 

Putting a stop to military escalation. 


> Wh re 
a 


If an alliance such as this between the front and all of the leftist and liberal 
forces succeeded, even within the limits of the above-mentioned platform, then 
this success would give people reason to believe that there might be hope for 
Israeli political life. It would be a sign of the presence of an alternative to 
the present polarization in Israel. This alternative might restore to political 
life in Israel a type of sensibility and maturity which it lost under the circun- 
stances of its economic, sccial, and political development. This is not a 
simplification of matters which cannot stand up to the facts of life, but rather 
the only possible alternative which could restrain the zeal for establishing more 
settlements and keep it from dragging the region into a disastrous war, which 
would use the Middle East as fuel and the shell fragments of which would scatter 
and hit the whole world. 


The Position Taken in the Occupied Lands 

It is not true that the occupied territories have not shown interest in the Israeli 
elections. The truth is that it is both logical and reasonable for them to show 
more interest now than they did before. 

We have two reasons for reaching this conclusion. First of all, there is the direct 
relationship between Israel and the occupied territories, and secondly there is the 


clear and frank position which was taken by the Palestinian leaders. 


We also believe that there is [another] dimension which must be assessed when we 
are dealing with these elections. 


60 











We believe that the expected election results were not the most important factor. 
The most important factor was the effect which these internal changes in Israel 
have on Palestinian-Israeli relations both domestically and abroad. 


We have briefly touched upon the effect which these elections have had abroad. 
However, we feel that we should show that the domestic effect has perhaps been 

more important. The reason for this is that the nature of the social changes, which 
are taking place in the occupied territories due to the effect of the occupation 
policy, is profoundly affecting the formation of the domestic political position as 
well as the Palestinian and Arab position abroad. 


A continuation of this policy will increase the probability of further social 
polarization inside the occupied territories and will hasten the screening process 
which is currently taking place. 


These matters which, if they continue to take place at this rapid rate and under the 
circumstances of a probably increase in establishments of Israeli settlements after 
the success of the Likud Party in forming the new government, may create a very 
critical situation, the outcome of which cannot be foreseen. This does not mean 
that we are talking about the policy of a particular party. Rather we are judging 
matters by the criteria of social changes inside Israel, their effect on social 
changes in the occupied territories, and the new role of the PLO in the social 
screening process which is taking place in the Arab world and inside Israel. 


A Final Word 


We feel that the labor pains which are going on in the region harbor the prospect 
of many changes taking place and the prospect of the appearance of new groups and 
ranks of people which may transcend all of the colored lines which have been 
drawn on the political map. And the world will find that its ability to accept 
these changes will be tested. 
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ISRAEL 


pEFENSE SYSTEM CUTS LIKELY TO HURT DEVELOPMENT, EQUIPMENT PROCUREMENT, TRAINING 
Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 28 Oct 81 p 8 


[Article by Tzvi Har'el: "The Cuts in the Defense System are Likely to Hurt 
Development, Equipment Procurement, and Training” ] 


[Text] The cuts in the defense system are likely to hurt three areas of the 
armored corps: development, equipment procurement and training--the commander of 
the corps, Gen Amnon Reshef, said yesterday at a military press conference on the 
occasion of armored corps day which will be held this week. 


Gen Reshef reported further that in the past year cuts had begun in training, but 
he did not suppose that an additional cut would be made in this area. In connec- 
tdon with the other two areas--development and equipment procurement--the cuts 
will oblige the corps to spread its prmgrams over a4 number of years and to try not 
to waste them. 


The general also said that the Arab states are strengthening themselves with the 
best equipment from both East ard West, and that the IDF is unable to procure on 
such a large scale. As a solution to the quantitative advantage, Gen Reshef said 
that the IDF must base its deployment of armor on a number of quality tanks, and 
these would be the Mercava and, additionally, to develop other tanks that are at 
its disposal. 


In answer to another question, the corps commander replied that the IDF indeeds 
sees the introduction of attack helicopters as a new threat, but in his opinion 

one should not view the confrontation in the exclusive arena between the tank and 
the helicopter but rather in the integrated factual plane in which the advantage of 
the helicopter over the tank is lessened. 


With great satisfaction the commander of the armored troops noted that 95 percent 
of those in the corps recently had volunteered to serve in it. Gen Reshef explained 
that the volunteerism means that the recruit chooses one of three corps in which 


he is ‘interested in serving. 
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ISRAEL 


NEW NAVAL DEFENSE DEVICE EXHIBITED 
Tel Aviv MA'ARIV in Hebrew 7 Sep 81 p 10 


[Text] A sophisticated device, the first of its kind in Israel, to search out and 
warn against threats to navy ships was exhibited yesterday for the first time by 
its manufacturer, the firm E10P [Electro-Optics Industries Ltd.] which is located 
in the industrial park for science-based industries in Rehovot. 


The new device is called "Spirateq" and is based on passive (athermal) technology 
at very large ranges. The device reveals threats such as missile or aircraft 
strikes and warns the boat, which gives it enough time to destroy the threat or at 
least to deploy against it. 


Details of the new device were reported by the general manager of El0P, Mr ‘Akiva 
Me'ir, in a tour of the plant by journalists. At the same press conference there 
were also exhibited for the first time the most sophisticated electro-optical sys- 
tems which serve the armor and air forces including fire-control, laser, night 
vision and avionics systems. 


The general manager of the company reported that even though the firm suffered 
losses in years past, it is now extremely successful due to the fact that E10P's 
products are among the world's best because of their sophistication and efficiency. 
As a result of that, new markets have been opened, and the total of production 
orders has reached about $1 billion of which more than 50 percent are export 
orders. 


Mr ‘Akiva Me'ir stressed in particular that these impressive accomplishments in 
research and development were achieved because of the skilled work force: 750 
people work at "E10P," among whom are 360 academics, researchers, engineers and 
apprentice engineers. The E10P company is owned in equal shares by "Tadiran" Israel 
industries for electronics and the Federman Group. 


The company's investment program totals $17 million, of which $10 million has already 
been authorized for implementation by the managerial council. 


The plant represents an integration of electronic and optical technologies, and its 
products divide into 4 principal categories: 


--fire control systems installed on the Mercava tank 
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--laser systems 
--night vision systems 


--avionics systems, which are used primarily on Kfir and Skyhawk fighter planes 
which enable the pilot to receive flight and armament data and which constitute 
the plane's fire and bombing intent. 


The E10P company is a merger of two prestigious veteran companies in this branch 
of industry. One was founded back in 1937 and went through several reincarnations 
from "Goldberg devices" to El0P in the industrial park near the Weizmann Institute. 
The second was founded by Prof Joe Yafeh in 1963. The two companies were purchased 
in equal shares 3 years ago by "Tadiran" and the Federman group. 


Mr Me'ir noted that E10P products are in demand in the industrialized countries of 
the West and even the most outstanding of them purchase the plant's products. 


9794 
cso: 4423/15 


6) 











ISRAEL 


SUCCESSFUL EXPORT OF 105MM SHELL 
Tel Aviv YEDI'OT AHARONOT in Hebrew 20 Sep 81 pp 9, 35 


[Article by Eitan Haber: "The Israeli Shell Which Sells Throughout the World Like 
Hotcakes" } 


[Text] This is a surprise story about a bomb-shell. These are the shells which 
defense minister Ariel Sharon was selling last week during his secret visit to 
Switzerland--according to both local and foreign reports. If this was the true 
reason for Sharon's visit to Switzerland then that country becomes a part of the 
greatest success story of Israel's military industry (except for the Uzi submachine 
gun which, if we may exaggerate a little, is almost as widespread in the world as 
the Bible--though such things should not be mentioned in the same breath). We are 
talking about the 105mm anti-armor shell. According to what is known thus far, 18 
countries have purchased it for almost half a billion dollars, and more orders have 
been placed. 


If I am not mistaken, it was Golda Me'ir who said that she would not forgive the 
Arabs for turning us from the people of the book to a people of guns and arms 
manufacturers. Perhaps the only comfort in this matter is that this, too, we do 
well. Be that as it may, Israel today is among the world leaders, one of the big 
five. In the case of the anti-armor shell produced by Israel's military industry, 
there are no competitors. 


The problem with tank shells, as it was explained to me, is always how to increase 
its firing range and penetration. In average shells, the ratio between the shell's 
length and diameter is small. Therefore both the range and penetration are limited. 
In 1971, 2 years before the Yom Kippur war, Abraham Maqub came up with the idea of 
increasing the ratio between length and diameter so that there would be greater 
weight for a small diameter. The result would be that the range and penetration 
would increase immeasurably. 


Abraham Maqub 


This is the place to say a few words about Abraham Maqub. He belongs to a large 
group of people who were anonymous in both life and death, but to whom Israel owes 
her life. He was certainly one of those who carried the State of Israel's security 
on his shoulders. Maqub came to the military industry in 1947 as a graduate of the 
Technion in Haifa, a certified electrical engineer. Over the years he was recognized 





as a real genius in the field of development of modern means of warfare. He was a 
living incarnation of the saying: "the Jewish mind can invent anything." Within 
the military industry he was the head of the central laboratory and deputy director, 
but that hardly says what he did. There was no one in the security industry who 
contributed as much to weapons development. 


He came to fame, for the first time, indirectly, immediately after the Six-Day war. 
It turned out that the Israeli air force, which destroyed the Arab air forces with 
such rare success, had used a special bomb for destroying runways. Damage was 
caused to the take-off and landing strips at the Arab airfields that could not be 
repaired quickly, and by the time it was repaired, the war was over. The bomb pene- 
trated deep within the runway and exploded underneath it. The runway destruction 
bomb won Maqub the Israel security prize. 


The same security prize was awarded to him years earlier, in 1961, for the "develop- 
ment of new armament products," but at that time the sources in the security office 
refused to reveal the details. Maqub was not a pleasant person. Just the opposite. 
But his genius, energy, perseverance and enthusiasm made up for his personal fail- 
ings. People always treated him as a genius whose idiosyncracies had to be excused. 
His contribution was rare in both quantity and quality. The general manager of the 
Israel military industry, Michael Shur, claims that one-half (!) of the self-employed 
export products of the Israel military industry are the result of Maqub's work and 
initiative. 


He Won the Contest 


During the research work on the special shell, it became clear to Maqub that the | 
Americans, Germans and British were also working on the same thing. A blind contest 
developed between him and them with the final result: a 105 armor shell whose pre- | 
cision and penetration are exceptional. Maqub beat the Americans, British and Ger- 
mans. Sleepless nights, troubling ideas, hours of doubts and moments of despair 
resulted in a product which everyone (how terrible to say this about implements of 
war) ended up praising. Its precision and penetration sent representatives of the 
armies of the world running to Israel. 


Very little was published about the sheil. It was known only that it was relative- 
ly cheaper than its competitors (and still costs several hundred dollars per), that 
its manufacture began only in 1978, that not a few countries are waiting in line, 
that 18 countries have signed multi-year contracts for several thousands or tens of 
thousands of shells. It was also said in private that its armor penetration was 
greater than that of the shells which preceded it and, as I already said, that sales 
thus far have exceeded half a billion dollars. 


Maqub himslef only managed to see the beginning. Last winter, following a serious 
illness, he died after 33 years of work in the Israel arms industry. In any other 
country he might have been rewarded with a special pension or other benefits which 
would have provided comfort to him, his children and the generations to come. In 
Israel there is no such pension or "percentage points," with difficulty you win the 
Israel security prize and the thanks of a nation that does not know whom to thank. 
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ISRAEL 


IMPROVED DATE CULTIVATION TECHNIQUE 
Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 22 Oct 81 p 4 


[Article by Haim Handwerker: "Success In a New Method For Increasing Date 
Seedlings" ] 


[Text] Dr ‘Oded Re'uveni, director of the institute for plantings in the agricul- 
tural research administration in Bet Dagan, succeeded recently, after protracted 
research work, in increasing date seedlings by means of tissue culture. The 
seedlings produced by this method still have to be checked to see if they are 
identical to the mother plant. The success of the method is an important accom- 
plishment, thereby opening up prospects for a significant increase in the date 
harvests in Israel with the aid of culture material that would be taken f*.m 
selected trees. 


The date is one of the most widespread crops in Israel. The average crop per 
dunam today is about 2000 kg. The problem of the fertility of the tree is not yet 
sufficiently clear. 


But the experiment has proven that the offspring of a fertile tree will generally 
produce high harvests, while the offspring of a tree poor in fruit will also be 
poor in fruit. The tree will sire between 3 and 15 seedlings in its first years, 
even before it is known whether it is fruit-bearing or not. For these reasons 
there is no possibility of a large-scale increase in excellent trees, and the 
growers are accustomed to planting seedlings even from trees with a low yield. 


Test-tube planting 


In order to solve the problem, Dr Re'uveni began to develop a method for increas- 
ing date trees by means of tissue cultures. The system is based on selecting 
young tissue from a date plant, its introduction into a sterile test-tube contain- 
ing the essential food required for its development, and the acquisition of plant 
tissue containing many embryos. These embryos are separated at a certain stage 
from the mother tissue, are planted in the test-tube and develop there to a size 
of a few centimeters. 


The success of the research increases the prospect for an increase of the date 
harvest and the profitability of the sector as well as the diversity of foodstuffs 


in Israel. 
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ISRAEL 


INDUSTRIAL WAGES SAID TOO LOW TO ATTRACT WORKERS 
Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 3 Nov 81 p 12 
[Article by ‘Aryeh Lavi’: "They Do Not Want to Work in Indvstry"] 


[Text] Despite the considerable improvement in the image of industrial workers 
over the last few years, industry still deters workers. In particular, those 
plants which need workers at relatively low skill levels are having difficulty 
finding workers, and all attempts to find such workers have met with complete or 
partial failure. 


The difficulty is especially noticeable in the textile plants in which the salary 
level, at least in the initial work years, is minimal, as required by the minimum 
wage level [sic]. There is scant difference between this salary and the unemploy- 
ment benefits which the worker is entitled to, which acts as a stimulus for the 
worker to continue to enjoy those benefits. 


Occasionally, because of the customary linkage agreements, the unemployment compen- 
sation is higher than the minimum wage. This, for example, is the situation now 
when unemployment berefits for the discharged soldier, which are 40 percent of the 
average wage, come to 3200 shekels a month while the minimum starting salary is 
3085.25 shekels per month. Against this background it is easy to understand the 
reluctance of discharged soldiers and other unemployed to work in industry. 


The attempt that was made in the 'Argaman textile factory in Yavneh can serve as 

an example of how reluctant workers are of factory work. This plant needed about 

10 new workers, and in coordination with the employment office, a pian was worked 
out to absorb unemployed at the plant. Within this framework it was decided to 

send workers from the employment offices in Yavneh and ‘Ashdod, places where 
hundreds of unemployed are seeking work, to the plant. In the course of the experi- 
ment, which began in June and ended in September, 94 workers were sent to the 
plant's offices, 49 from the employment office in Yavneh and the rest from "Ashdod. 


To enjoy unemployment compensation 


A report which the plant management sent to the employment service describes very 
well the ‘absorption’ of the workers at the plant: One-third of the workers--33 
people--refused the work that was offered them after an hour or two of work. 
'Itamar Zaltz, the director of manpower at the plant, who was in charge of the 
attempt tc absorb the workers, states without hesitation: they do not want to work 
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in industry. The young prefer to sit by the seashore and enjoy their unemployment 
benefits. The older ones prefer to work at occasional jobs that pay much more. 


Of the 61 workers who started to work, 42 were let go by the end of September--it 
follows that 19 were absorbed in the plant, or about 20 percent. Two of those who 
were absorbed were not ready to work in production alongside the machines. But 
they agreed to take on transport and maintenance jobs, so that the number who were 
absorbed into production work dropped to 17. Five others were accepted for 
temporary work, and, therefore, of the total of 94 people who were referred to 
"Argaman, 12 were in fact employed, less than 12 percent. The attempts of the 
"Argaman managers to recruit workers from the territories were much more success- 
ful. Their level of absorption at the plant reaches 75 percent. 


In a letter which Mr Zaltz sent to the general manager of the employment office, 
he notes that there were two principal reasons for the failure of the attempt to 
absorb workers at the plant: 


* the relatively high unemployment benefits as compared to the starting salary in 
industry 


* the lack of a demonstrated desire to be integrated into industry because of the 
shift work and the image that industry has as a place of work inferior to that of 
the services. 


This week, about a month after the sending of the letter which reported on the 
level of absorption at the 'Argaman plant, I spoke with "Itamar Zaltz. It turns 
out that of the 12 that were absorbed in production, 6 have already left, and the 
rate of success in absorption now stands at just 6 percent. 


"Argaman has terminated the project. Rather than have other plants be disappointed 
in attempts to absorb workers into industry, it would be proper to examine what can 
be done to make industrial work more attractive. It seems that decreasing the gap 
between the minimum wage in industry and the unemployment benefits that the unen- 
ployed enjoy is one of the essential keys to achieving the goal. 
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ISRAEL 


BIOGRAPHY OF INFANTRY COMMANDER GIVEN 
Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 1 Sep 81 p 5 


[Text] Brig Gen ‘Amos Yaron was appointed yesterday as chief infantry and paratroop 
officer. Brig Gen ‘Amos Yaron replaces Brig Gen Matan Vilan'ai who is going to be 
appointed to another senior position in the IDF. 


Brig Gen Yaron was born in 1940 in Holon. In 1957 he was drafted into the IDF, in 

a Nahal youth training group. In 1959, he finished the officer's course and between 
the years 1967-1970 he carried out supervisory tasks in a paratroop brigade. He 
taught in the officer's school and passed a commando course in the U.S. In the Six- 
Day war he was operations officer of a paratroop brigade that fought in Jerusalem and 
completed this mission in 1968. In 1969 he graduated the inter-service command and 
staff college. Between the years 1970-1973 he was a paratroop battalion and brigade 
commander. Between the years 1973-1974 he was a trainee at the marines’ command 


and staff school in the U.S. 


In the Yom Kippur war he was deputy commander of a paratroop birgade, and between 

the years 1975-1976 he served as a regular paratroop brigade commander. Between 

the years 1978-1979 he was a task force commander. In 1979-1980 he was a trainee in 
the national security college and a student in the history department of the Univer- 
sity of Tel Aviv. Beginning in 1980 he has served as the head of the operations 
branch of the general staff. He is married and the father of a son and of a daughter 


who is about to be inducted into the IDR. 


Photo Caption: Brig Gen ‘Amos Yaron 
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ISRAEL 


BRIEFS 


MILITARY INDUSTRY SALES--Five hundred planes of different types--fighter and training 
planes, executive planes and cargo and passenger planes--have been produced and 
supplied thus far by the aviation industry. The 500th plane, a Westwind 1124, left 
the production lines a short while ago on its way to its owners. This was reported 
by the general manager of the aviation industry, Gavri'el Gidur, at the company's 
board meeting. According to the aviation industry's journal "Skies," the aviation 
industry has manufactured four types of planes in the last 22 years. The first plane 
that it produced was the "Fouga Magister" which was turned over to the Israeli air 
force in July, 1960. These planes fly in air force service to this day and serve as 
training planes for its pilots. Afterwards the aviation industry began the design 
and development of the "Arava" plane, of which dozens have been produced up till 

now in both a civilian and a military version. These planes fly today in the service 
of many foreign air forces in Latin America and in Asia. With the imposition of the 
French embargo on Israel, after the Six-Day war, the aviation industry was charged 
with designing and producing a military fighter from the top down. Today the company 
maintains regular production of the "Kfir" for the Israeli air force. In addition to 
these 3 [sic] types of planes, the aviation industry also produces now an executive 
jet, the "Westwind." Thus far 174 of these planes have been produced. They are sold 
in many places throughout the world, mainly in the U.S., and earn the aviation indus- 
try millions of dollars each year. [Text] [Tel Aviv BAMAHANE in Hebrew 2 Sep 81 

p 4) 9794 


MILITARY STRENGTH--Prime Minister Menahem Begin, in high spirits, yesterday revealed 
the extent of the IDF's military strength in a lecture that he delivered to the heads 
of the "Bunds"” in New York. Begin said that Israel would always defend herself alone 
and would not ask anyone to come to defend her. "If we have to, we can put 700,000 
soldiers into service. We have an excellent army. They always ask me if this is 

the world's best army, and I answer that it is not the best--but I do not know any 
better. But when they ask me if our air force is the best in the world, I agree 

that it is, because it has the most battle experience and thus more experience than 
the air forces of the two superpowers." Begin said that the strategic cooperation 

to which he agreed in Washington would not remain theoretical. It will be imple- 
mented and therefore is a turning point in relations between Israel and the U.S. 

He sharpened his tone somewhat when discussing the "AWACS."" Begin said that, as an 
Israeli citizen, he would not take part in the debate between the branches of the 
American government--but as head of the Israeli government, he is obliged to tell 

the truth that it would endanger Israeli security. "If 10 of the F-15's that will 

be supplied to Saudi Arabia would come to bomb Tel Aviv, we would down 8 of them. 

The two that would remain would be able to destroy large parts of the city, and cause 
great losses"--the prime minister said--"How can I agree to that?" [Text] [Tel Aviv 
DAVAR in Hebrew 15 Sep 81 p 1] 9794 
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SCIENTIFIC ENROLLMENT DECLINE--"When we examine what is happening today in the 
institutions of higher learning in the area of the hard sciences, we find a very 
small number of students turning to these areas. If this situation does not 
change, Israel is likely to lose the honored place she holds today among the 
scientific communities of the world." So said the rector of Ben Gurion University 
in the Negev, Prof David Wolf, yesterday at the opening of the congress of the 
Israel society for chemistry which is being held at the university. The president 
of the Israel society for chemistry, Dr R. Haber, warned of the small number of 
applicants to the chemical sciences at the universities and claimed that it is 
necessary to strengthen the awareness of the hard sciences among high school 
students in Israel. In the opening lecture the former president of Israel, Prof 
Ephraim Katzir, surveyed the contribution of bio-technology to chemistry, noting 
the development of new enzymes and the growth of tissues by new chemical means. 

In the course of the conference, topics to be covered include the geochemical 
history of the Dead Sea and its implications for the two seas canal project, 
progress in the use of chemicals in medicine, identification of gunpowder residues, 
development of an artificial liver, industrial use of photochemistry, the exploita- 
tion of industrial wastes for the production of heat collecting materials, air 
pollution and ecology, and many other topics. Participating in the congress are 
scientists and chemistry teachers at educational and research institutions through- 
out Israel. [Text] [Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 22 Oct 81 p 5] 9794 
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KUWAIT 


BRIEFS 


BOND CEILING DENIED--Kuwait will not impose an artificial limit on the coupon 
or amount of dinar bond issues for foreign borrowers, Finance Minister Abdul 
Latif al-Hamad has told REUTERS in an interview. The minister indicated that 
market conditions would determine rates in the market, which reopened in August 
after being closed by a liquidity squeeze. Bankers said they had understood 
there was a 10 per cent ceiling on coupons and an upper limit of KD 7 million 
per bond issue (KD 1 = $3.554). All issues yut one since the market reopened 
have had 10 per cent coupons and all but one have been KD 7 million or less. 
Last month's issue for Eurofima which had an 1l per cent coupon (AN-NAHAR ARAB 
REPORT & MEMO, September 28) and this month's KD 30 million issue for the 
World Bank (AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO, November 16) were described as excep- 
tions. Mr Hamad commented, "Ten per cent is not a holy figure nor is ita 
ceiling. It is a guideline." Asked about the widespread market belief about 
a KD 7 million limit he said: "There is no ceiling on amounts. There are 
misconceptions. The market has been dormant for a number of years and people 
are relating the market situation to what it was five years ago." [Text] 
[Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English No 47, 23 Nov 81 p 8] 
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LIBYA 


ALGERIAN REPORTER DESCRIBES QADHDAFI'S LIBYA 
Algiers AL-SHA'B in Arabic 21 Sep 81 p 5 


[Article by Bashir Hamadi: "The Libyan Jamahiriyah: First September Revolution 
In Its Twelfth Year; Popular Committees Everywhere” ] 


[Text] Writing about the Libyan Arab Jamahiriyah from the standpoint of the 
organization of society is delightfully simple, for the experiment upon which the 
Jamahiriyah embarked (which is represented by its name) as of March 1977 is 
different from existing experiments in the various Eastern and Western countries. 
It may be truly said that it is a return to the era of the "city state” in princi- 
ple, that is, direct democracy and rule of the people and by the people. It is 
different from the standpoint of methods and particulars, and there is no room here 
for an academic comparison. We are concerned here not so much with comparison as 
with learning the facts and through them evaluating the revolution and its slogans. 
The fact is always the test of each theory and slogan. 


However, can one offer a true picture of the situation of a country from a first 
visit which is limited to the capital, which usually is like an open flower to each 
visitor when behind it, in most countries, hundreds of wilted blossoms are hidden?! 


When our plane landed at Tripoli International Airport after midnight on 2 Septem- 
ber, Tripoli seemed to us a radiant pearl or a beautifully dressed bride on its 
twelfth anniversary. 


The road from the airport to the city is like our Jaysh al-Tahrir Street. One side 
takes you to the city, and the other side carries you from it to the airport, while 
light-green trees align it, adding beauty and shade. 


The first housing complex whose modern buildings greet you is the architecture of a 
"former hut quarter" whose buildings have risen on the rubble of the huts which 
represent the belt of misery which surrounds large cities, especially capitals. 


The bleary-eyed, one-eyed and even the blind can see the new bracelet of contruction 
rebirth. The city of Tripoli embraces the sea and meets the sand. New construction 
predominates. In all of its quarters buildings have risen and are still going up 


on the rubble of old housing. 
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Its large major streets, such as Shari’ al-Fatih and al-al-Magrif (on which are 
located the airlines of the various countries, including Air Algerie), ‘Umr al- 
Mukhtar and others, empty into its Green Square, which is the gathering place of 

the masses on every holiday and special occasion. This square embraces the popular 
market, Suq al-Mushir, which in architecture and layout is similar to our casbah, 
where foreign goods are sold on the sidewalk near the entrance. It is a picture 
similar to the entrance to the Tariq al-Sahil casbah, with its eastern end differing 
from the western end. On the end toward Benghazi, sand and dirt mix on the pavement. 
Both sides are lined with the green of camphor and olive trees, as far as the 
Tajura’' tractor factory which Col Qadhdhafi dedicated on the occasion of the tenth 
anniversary of the Fatih, mingling with the blue waters of the sea. 


Going west one passes through upper-class neighborhoods with villas in various 
forms, tree-shaded squares and flowers. Distributed among them are large markets 
such as the Hay al-Andalus collective market and al-Thalatha’ collective market, 
which are similar to the Algerian bazaars. Here you can find any domestic or 
foreign commodity, especially the latter, at very reasonable prices. 


These markets and small establishments provide stiff competition for the private 
sector, which no longer can stand up to them and is gradually being ruined so that 
it is now on the verge of being wiped out in all fields. 


Everything Is Green! 


We find that everything is green: the Green Book, green signs, the Green Square. 
All windows and doors of homes and stores or businesses are green. Why the 
concentration on this color? 


Col Mu'ammar al-Qadhdhafi said in his first meeting with the revolutionary commit- 
tees in Benghazi that all of the colors used by traditional revolutionary movements 
in the world symbolize not life and hope, but destruction and ruin. The color green 
is the color of life, hope and the future, of which people everywhere dream. Green 
is the symbol of life everywhere in the world. Even paradise is symbolized by the 
color green. Green is the color of growing plants, the color of growth and not of 
growing old. All permanent and temporary slogans are written in this color. 
Speaking of slogans, the Green Book in its three parts ("Solving the Problem of 
Democracy," "Solving the Economic Problem," and "Social Support") is about to be 
transcribed in its entirety over the Arches of Victory and on the tablets and slabs 
designated for that, and in residential or non-residential buildings. 


The most important slogans which you encounter wherever you go are "Partners, Not 
Competitors," "Power, Wealth and Weapons Among the People," "The Fatih Forever," 
"Committees Everywhere," and hundreds of other slogans. 


Speaking of committees, what is meant? Are these the Popular Committees, which are 
a basic pillar of the organization of society according to the Green Book, or the 
revolutionary committees which are not mentioned in the book? 


We posed this question to one of the members of the Office of Revolutionary 
Committees, as it is written on the door. Since the Third Gathering of Revolution- 
ary Committees, in February 1980, it has been called the Office for Liaison with 
the Revolutionary Committees, headed by Staff Maj "Abd-al-Salam Ahmad Julud, but 
the old name is still in use. 
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This liaison office is located in the middle of a large garden, like the Palace of 
the People (Qasr al-Sha'b) at home, similar to the shrine of al-Aqsa Mosque. Facing 
it are fountains which attract tourists, especially after sunset when multicolored 
lights are lit under the water. 


Revolutionary Committees 


In the building of the Office of Liaison with Revolutionary Committees I met with 
Brother ‘Umar in a large, grandiose office. We had a long coversation about the 
revolutionary committees, the need to form them, their place in the organizational 
pyramid of society, the functions which they handle and other subpoints about the 
central topics. The gist of the discussion was that the revolutionary committees, 
which were formed in late 1977, are a tool of the popular revolution and are a 
stage. The theory of the authority of the people and its application do not 
require the existence of revolutionary committees, They are not based in theory but 
are made necessary by the social, political, economic and cultural conditions handed 
down from a regime opposed to the authority of the p.ople. The presence of these 
committees is required by the nature of the transition period. The existence of 
these committees is linked to achieving the authorily of the people. Whenever that 
is achieved there is no need for the revolutionary :ommittees to continue if the 
goal for which they were formed is achieved. 


Il asked Brother "Umar: "Aren't these committees evolving over the years into 
apparatus exercising authority in lieu of the people? Aren't huge offices like 
this (referring to the office of my conversation partner) one of the temptations to 
move away from the masses gradually in body and spirit?" 


His facial expression and the tone of his voice changed, and he said, choosing his 
words carefully: "You know very well that the revolutionary committees have no 
authority and no right to practice any kind of authority. The revolutionary 
committees were designed to have no authority so that they would not turn into a 
party or group setting up a dictatorship over the masses, thus becoming an obstacle 
to the authority of the people rather than a tool for them." 


The revolutionary committees are an evangelistic tool of the new organization of 
society, spurring the people on to exercise their authority without controlling 
them or exercising authority for them. One can understand their role in society 
through the functions which they are performing, represented by: 


1. Encouraging the masses to exercise authority, through the presence of these 
committees at People's Congresses when they meet and as the masses are climbing to 
the Popular Committees and the leadership committees, for the purpose of making 
things clear to the masses so that they may reach a sound decision; investigating 
attempts to dupe or deceive the masses; explaining the true dimensions of subjects 
being discussed by the masses at their conferences so that they will gain complete 
knowledge of their responsibilities; and working to have the People's Congresses 
choose revolutionary leadership elements. 


2. Establishing the authority of the people, which is the result to which the 
support functions of the revolutionary committees are leading. 


_ 
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3. Exercising revolutionary supervision by revealing practices hostile to them 
and revealing those elements to the masses so that suitable decisions can be made 
concerning them. The revolutionary committees do not make a decision concerning 
anyone unless acting in place of the people. 


4. Actuating People's Congresses so that the masses will exercise their right to 
authority. The masses need someone to get them started; they do not change position 
overnight. They do not change from absolute negativism to absolute positivism 
quickly. New things are not acceptable easily unless they are proved useful and 
preferable to the old. 


5. Providing guidance to the popular committees and the secretariats of the 
congress to prevent a relapse in the people's authority because of incorrect 
practices, especially in the transitional stage, since mistakes of individuals 

are charged to the people's exercise of authority, and some use that as justifica- 
tion for discrediting the people and their authority. 


For fear that the revolutionary committees would enter into a struggle with the 
leadership and popular committees, it was felt best to have them provide this 
guidance openly. 


6. Protecting, defending and guarding the Fatih Revolution by opposing reactionary 
groups who hate the revolution; opposing opportunists and hidden power seekers 
with revolutionary slogans who are more dangerous to the revolution than its con- 
spicuous enemies; and also opposing authoritative practices and attempts to usurp 
the people's power, at the same time working to communicate the words and theses 

of the revolution to all of the masses by scientific evidence, effective persuasion 
and practical pursuits. 


Committees Everywhere 


"No democracy without People's Congresses and committees everywhere" is a slogan 
found everywhere, as are such committees. The committees in “committees every- 
where" are the Popular Committees, which are considered the basic support of the 
permanent structure. They are not temporary Or part of a stage, as are the 
revolutionary committees. These committees are chosen by the masses in the basic 
People's Congresses to take the place of the government administration. Thus the 
institutions of society operate through these committees. Consequently, admini- 
stration is by the people and supervision is also performed by the people, embodying 
the slogan of democracy: the people controlling themselves. 


The formation of these committees differs from the formation of the revolutionary 
committees. They are chosen by the masses and are found on different levels, that 
is, in every location, from a committee springing from the simplest gathering of 
citizens in a neighborhood to a committee emanating from the General Congress. 


First, there are Popular Committees on the neighborhood or local level; then there 
are Popular Committees on the level of municipal subdivisions. Next there are 
specific pupular Committees which are chosen on the municipal level during the 
meeting of the masses of each basic People's Congress to choose their member of 
each specific committee, such as a member of the Popular Committee on justice, 
education and health, farming and others. These Popular Committees in education 
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and other sectors are composed of the group of members chosen by the masses in the 
basic People's Congresses. 


The structure is graduated in this way up to the General People's Congress, which 
is a general gathering point for the People's Congresses and Popular Committees, 
trade unions and vocational syndicates to formulate the decisions of the People's 
Congresses and choose the secretaries of justice, planning, agriculture and 
industry; that is, corresponding to the ministers. 


No Leniency Toward Enemies of Revolution 


The question which must occur to any reader is: Is the experiment proceeding 
without problems, or does it have enemies who are trying to obstruct it and destroy 
it if they can? 


From the beginning we have said that there is no sector or, in other words, 
organization, which satisfies all members of society, and any organization builds 
on the debris of the one preceding it if it wants to bring about radical change. 


Each organization has those who benefit from it, and the Libyan revolution is now 
building a new society of the masses on the rubble of the kingdom, which had its 
basic support from the bourgeoisie and the feudal system. These groups lost their 
privileges, and although they have seemed content, some of them have been biding 
their time, waiting for their opportunity to attack the revolution and return to 
the former system. However, methods of dealing with hostile groups are swift and 
violent. Thus the supports of the former regime are quickly being destroyed. The 
revolutionary committees are investigating every trick in the commercial field, 

and popular trials of several businessmen, contractors and others in this field have 
been held. They are also investigating incorrect practices such as patronage and 
bribery, and many examples have been offered to the masses, from high army officers 
to civilians in various posts. In its dealings with those hostile to it, the 
Libyan revolution is going beyond this. For example, the declaration of the third 
gathering of revolutionary committees in February 1980 states: "Bodily elimination 
of the enemy is the final stage in the agenda of the revolutionary struggle to 
decide it once and for all, if operations of economic, political and social dis- 
armament have not ended the activities of hostile forces.” 


The declaration also announced the bodily elimination of the enemies of the 
revolution abroad, and the fourth conference, which was held in March 1981, approved 
the decision of the revolutionary committees to continue bodily elimination of the 
enemies of the authority of the people at home and abroad. 


Can there still be a relapse? The possibility is remote, especially since the 
forces of the revolution are growing every day, and the material supports of the 
new society are growing every day. 


Gleanings From Tripoli 
One of the greatest accomplishments of which any revolution can boast is the 


creation of a new people. The Libyan experiment has begun to bear fruit in this 
field, and that can be provided by giving examples: 











When we arrived at Tripoli International Airport after midnight we found two young 
men waiting for their family arriving on the same flight. Upon learning why we had 
come, they left their family members to another and acquainted us with various 
matters. They did not leave until we had joined the participating delegation, 
after spending more than 2 hours with us. 


An Algerian you_h who came with us aboard the same plane as a tourist could not 
find a vacancy in any hotel. He came to the steamer Toledo, and they, considering 
him as a guest of the Jamahiriyah (as are all guests) invited him to share their 
lodgings. 


If you asked for directions from one of the young people he would listen carefully 
to you, give you directions and often would take you there. 


The police in Tripoli are few, and traffic signs and lights are scarce. Conse- 
quently, the traffic system is subject to the good nature of the motorists more 
than anything else. 


Celebrations in the Jamahiriyah last for days, and a number of Arab and non-Arab 
troupes of artists participate in them. I noted that at the cockfights the Euro- 
pean:, perhaps more than the Arabs, favor the Lebanese birds. Speaking of Lebanon, 
I met the Lebanese troupe of popular artists who accompany "Fayruz" (Turquoise) 
with a mixture of drums and the electric guitar. 


If the masses used to seem as if they “had not risen" to the level of Qadhdhafi's 
thought, they are gradually approaching it. However, the information media, which 
are supposed to be in the forward trenches, are more remote, so that one feels that 
the winds of the revolution have not yet reached broadcasting. 


Visual broadcasting, or television, as we call it, not only lags behind the 
procession of the revolution but also is backward from the standpoint of production 
techniques and programming. However, the day of progress is approaching, according 
to the citizens and the workers in the television field. 


Children are children, and their behavior is similar no matter how different the 
governmental structure. One of their favorite hobbies is selling items which they 
have bought from society at double the price. The day is coming when they announce 
their union to the world and organize to defend young sidewalk salesmen. 


Setting up a meeting with any military body ordinarily is more difficult then 
setting up a meeting with a civilian body, but in the Jamahiriyah it seems that 
things are different. Agreement on a meeting with the artists and writers league 
was more difficult than agreement with a military college. 


On the door of a recording studio in the television building this phrase is written: 
"Announcers and program hosts are forbidden to appear on screen in neckties." We 
have exactly the opposite!! 
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POSSIBLE AFRICAN MEDIATION IN LOCAL POLITICS NOTED 
London AL-MAJALLAH in Arabic No 86, 3-9 Oct 81 pp 30-31 


[Article by Talhah Jibril: "Morocco: Possibility of Restoration of Normalcy; 
African Mediation Between Government and Opposition" ] a: 


[Text] Rabat--Since 1957, the Sahara problem has been entwined with the issue of 
democracy in Morocco and has been linked to it closely because the consensus of 
all the political currents over the Moroccanism of the Sahara has contributed 
greatly to enhancing democratic action in the country. However, the emergence of 
disagreement between the government and the opposition on how to deal politically 
with the Sahara problem has had a negative impact, it seems, on the democratic 
action. The signs of the current tension between the government and the opposi- 
tion, represented in the People's Forces Socialist Union Party, emerged when the 
unionists expressed their intention to withdraw their deputies from the parliament. 
Observers have been looking forward to the middle of October, when the Moroccan 
House of Representatives will begin its fifth year, to find out how the Socialist 
Union will deal with the dilemma of choosing between continuing in or withdrawing 
from the parliament. Both options are delicate and difficult. Continuing will 
put the party leadership in a confrontation with its bases, especially the radical 
bases, and withdrawal will put this leadership in an open confrontation with the 
regime. But the surprise lies in the fact that the Socialist Union has circum 
vented this dilemma to transfer the confrontation into another arena, namely the 
Sahara problem. 


On Monday, 21 September, the Socialist Union leaders stood before the court to 
face the charge of undermining public security and the constitutional sanctities 
in the wake of the statement which the party issued and in which it expressed 

its reservations on the Nairobi conference recommendation for a referendum in the 
western Sahara. 


On 24 September, the court issued its sentence in the case: One-year prison term 
for 'Abd-al-Rahim Bu “Ubayd, the party secretary general, and for two members of 
the Political Bureau, namely Deputy Muhammad al-Yazighi and Professor Muhammad al- 
Hababi; a suspended 2-year prison term for deputy Muhammad Mansur and a l-year 
prison term for Habib al-Furgqani, both of whom are also members of the Political 
Bureau. 


Regarding the sentences, it is worth noting that Bu ‘Ubayd and al-Yazighi, who is v4 
the party's organizer, and al-Hababi are the ones who practically phrased and 





prepared the Political Bureau's statement whereas the other two approved the state- 
ment afterwards. 


The Socialist Union has thus entered an unknown tunnel, especially since the pub- 
lication of its papers has been banned. The predominant inclination is that the 
party deputies will withdraw from the parliament. The labor federation controlled 
by the party, namely the Democratic Confederation of Labor, has been subject to 
pursuit [persecution] since the Casablanca incidents. 


In court, Bu 'Ubayd (61 years old) presented a lengthy explanation of the contents 

of the party statement. In part, he said that his party accepts the principle of 

referendum but that its reservations have focused primarily on the point which 

talks of setting up a temporary administration in the Sahara to be entrusted with 

the task of implementing the referendum. He said that this administration is con- 

sidered "parliamentary" [sic] and not temporary and that, consequently, it will 

freeze the Moroccan administration in the Sahara and make it negative, according 

to his statements. Bu ‘Ubayd also pointed out that this administration could be 

formed of countries hostile to Morocco's viewpoint and sympathetic to the Polisario. 

In his explanation before the court, Bu "Ubayd dwelt at length on this point. When 

the prosecution pointed out in its statements that the party statement contradicts 

the explanations on the Nairobi conference resolutions which the Moroccan monarch 

offered in his speech to the people, Bu 'Ubayd said that the party statement is di- 

rected against some Moroccan papers which have misinterpreted the Nairobi resolu- 

tions. In this regard, Bu ‘Ubayd said: "Morocco, both king and people, has 

pledged to safeguard the unity of its soil. The party statement is intended to 

express the fears and the dangers that threaten the unity of our soil." He also 

said that the Nairobi resolutions are not sacred and can be discussed. Here, Bu 

"Ubayd cited the Koranic phrase: "Have you not believed? He said: Yes but I | 
want my heart to rest assured." During the trial, a statement was issued in reply | 
to the observations of the Socialist Union’ Political Bureau, saying: "Organiza- | 
tion of the referendum can only be done with Morccco's assistance and approval. 

Morocco will spare no effort to facilitate the conducting of the referendum." 


What Is Outcome? 


The fact is that Bu ‘Ubayd was flexible in his explanations on the party statement. 
During questioning, he said: "Despite the reservations we have expressed, if the 
outcome is in the interest of Morocco and in the interest of safeguarding its 
unity, then we cannot but bless this success." He said this even though he has 
considered his trial and the trial of his comrades tantamount to a trial of opin- 
ions, pointing out that he doesn't need to ask the court to consider mitigating 
circumstances. Concluding his statements before the court, Bu ‘Ubayd said: "God, 
I prefer to go to jail than to remain silent and not express my opinion on a na- 
tional issue." 


The hall of the Court of First Instance in Rabat was overcrowded with dozens of 
lawyers who had come to defend the Socialist Union leaders. But the defense coun- 
sel, headed by Muhammad al-Siddigi, chairman of the Rabat Lawyers Union, was con~ 
tent with a brief defense in which it called for summoning the minister of foreign 
affairs and the secretary general of the Progress and Socialism Party to make ex- 
planations on the Nairobi resolutions. But the court rejected the request. 








It is worth noting that the Progress and Socialism Party, which is an opposition 
party, had declared its support for the Nairobi recommendations. The defense 
counsel expressed its resentment over the details mentioned by the public prose- 
cution in its final statement because the public prosecution had charged the de- 
fendants with undermining public security but then proceeded to charge them with 
undermining the constitutional sanctities. 


Now that jail sentences have been issued against the Socialist Union leaders, the 
question that poses itself is: Have the bridges of dialogue between the govern- 
ment and the opposition been blown up and has estrangement set in between the two 
sides? A leader of the Socialist Union has told al-Majallah: "We are prepared 
to work according to the rules of the democratic game if the others agree to do 
oe. 


Well-informed sources have assured AL-MAJALLAH that reopening the channels of 
dialogue between the two sides is not difficult. In this regard, these sources 
have revealed that ex-President Senghor [of Senegal] will mediate to ease the 
tension between the government and the opposition. Senghor had hinted at this 
mediation in a statement he made while attending the meetings of the Political 
Bureau of the African Socialist in Tunis. 
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TEXT OF DECREE ON BYLAWS OF ADVISORY COUNCIL 
Muscat 'UMAN in Arabic 22 Oct 81 pp 3, 8 
[Article: "Bylaws for State Advisory Council" ] 


[Text] H.M. Sultan Qabus Bin Sa'id has issued a royal decree establishing bylaws 
of the state's advisory council, the text of which follows: 


Royal Decree No 86/81 on the bylaws of the state's advisory council. 


We, Qabus Bin Sa'id, the Sultan of Oman, in accordance with Royal Decree No 84/81 
on the establishment of an advisory council for the state, do hereby decree the 
following: 


Chapter One - General Provisions 


Article 1: The council will be a party to the views of the government in the fields 
of the country's economic and social development in accordance with the decree 

establishing it and the chairman of the council will submit its recommendations to 
H.M. the Sultan. 


Article 2: In the event government quarters concerned do not see fit to accept 
recommendations of the council, they are to prepare 4 report on the reasons for 
submission to the Sultan. 


Article 3: The provisions of these bylaws assu =e all members of the council the 
freedom to express views. In its debates and recommendations, the members are to 
observe the country's laws and capabilities and the provisions of these bylaws. 


Chapter Two - The Council's Executive Machinery 
Article 3: The executive machinery of the council will comprise: 


The chairman of the council. 

The executive office. 

Permanent and temporary committees. 
The secretariate general. 
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Section One - The Chairman of the Council 


Article 5: The chairman of the council will ensure that the council's activities 
conform to the laws of the country and these bylaws and in doing so will seek the 
help of his deputy and the executive office. 


Article 6: In general the chairman of the council will oversee the proper 
functioning of all its business. He will open and chair sessions and announce 
their adjournment. He will manage the debates during the sessions. He will grant 
permission to speak, will define the subject of discussion and will instruct the 
speaker to keep within the bounds of the subject. 


It will be he who will announce recommendations issued by the council in conformity 
with Article 43 of these bylaws. 


Article 7: The chairman of the council may summon any of its committees to convene 
to discuss and important or urgent issue and will chair the committee sessions 
which he attends. 


Any correspondence between any of the council's committees and governmental or 
other quarters outside the council will be carried on through the chairman of the 
council. 


Article 8: The chairman of the council will oversee the secretariat general and 
all admiristrative, financial and technical activities of the council. 


Article 9: The chairman of the council will exercise the powers of a minister of 
the chairman of governmental unity with regard to the council's financial and 
administrative affairs and staff. 


Article 10: The chairman of the council may delegate some of his authority to his 
deputy and may delegate him to chair some sessions of the council or its committees. 


If the chairman is absent, his deputy will chair sessions and will have the 
authority sanctioned by these regulations for the chairman of the council in 
managing the session. 


Section Two - The Executive Office 


Article ll: The executive office will be composed of the chairman of the council 

as chairman, his deputy and two members from the governmental sector and one from 

the civil sector selected by a majority vote of the council members present at its 
first meeting. 


Article 12: The executive office will draft a plan for the activities vf the 
council and its committees so as to ensure an orderly process of business. This 
plan will be presented to the council for approval. 


The executive office will oversee the activities of the council and its committees 
and will assist the council members in performing their responsibilities. It wili 
help the council's committees, draft organized rules for managing their business 

and coordinate their activities in conformity with the provisions of these bylaws. 





Article 13: The executive office may instruct one of the committees to study a 
given issue and to submit a report on the results of its study and its recommenda- 
tions. The office may authorize submission of the report to the council. 


Article 14: The executive office will work with the secretariat general in drafting 
the agenda of the sessions in conformity with the approved plan of action, keeping 
in mind that »riority will be given to enscribing questions referred to the council 
by H.M. the Sultan and the government and those questions which have been dealt 
with exhuastively. 


The secretary general will announce the agenda and notify the members of it at 
least 2 weeks prior to the convening of the session. 


Article 15: In addition to the other powers specified in these regulations, the 
executive council will supervise organization of all the council's financial and 
administrative affairs in accordance with the system drafted by the office and 
approved by the council. 


Article 16: The chairman of the council will summon the executive office to 
periodic meetings and can summon the office to an emergency meeting. 


It will be improper for the executive office to meet unless there are at least 

five members present, including the chairman or his deputy. It will issue its 
decisions with a majority of those present provided that this number include the 
chairman, or his deputy in the event the chairman is absent. No nonmember of the 
office can attend its meetings except the secretary general and whomsoever is given 
permission to attend by the other members of the council. 


The secretary general will record the minutes of the office's meeting and the 
minutes will be at the disposal of the chairman of the council and his deputy as 
circumstances dictate. 


Section Three - Committees of the Council 


Article 17: The council may form permanent or temporary subcommittees from its 
members which the executive office may instruct to study certain issues which have 
been raised. These committees will assist the council in exercising its powers in 
conformity with the decree establishing it and these bylaws. 


Article 18: Each committee will comprise a chairman and a number of members 
representing the governmental and civil sectors in conformity with a proposal from 
the executive office to ensure the proper establishment of these committees. A 
member, with the approval of the executive office, may participate in more than 
one committee so that his knowledge and specialty in the area of the committee's 
activity may be used. 


Article 19: Each committee may, in pursuing its study of issues referred to it, 

request the council chairman for a meeting with representatives of the appropriate 
ministries to listen to ciarifications or information pertaining to the subject at 
hand. Council committees may, with council approval, make field visits to inves- 
tigate an issue referred to them. 











Article 20: Sessions of the committees will not be open to the public and can be 
attended only by the members and council members whose assistance is sought. 


A committee can be properly convened only with the presence of at least two-thirds 
of its members. Decisions of committees will be issued by a majority opinion of 
members present. In all cases, the committee report will make reference to the 
affirmative or opposing views of the members present. 


Section Four - The Secretariat General 


Article 21: The council secretariat general will comprise the secretary general, 
assistant secretaries and the staffs of the internal departments and sections of 
the organizational structure of the administrative machinery *°zhorized by the 
council. 


Article 22: The secretariat general will perform the functions necessary to assist 
the council and all its components to fulfill its powers and responsibilities in 
conformity with the general organizational guidelines drafted by the executive 
office and approved by the council. 


Article 23: In accordance with the secretariat general's proposal by agreement 
with the executive office, the council will issue a schedule to regulate staff 
affairs. 


Article 24: The secretary general will attend all council sessions, will supervise 
all departments and sections of the council's secretariat general and will be 
responsible to the chairman for the proper functioning. The secretary general will 
prepare the minutes of council sessions and make them available to the members as 
directed by the chairman or his deputy, according to circumstances. 


In exercising his powers and supervising the financial and administrative depart- 
ments of the council, the secretary general will have the authority of a ministry 
undersecretary in the governmental machinery. 


Chapter Three - Council Sessions and Recommendations 

Section One - Proper Convening of the Council 

Article 25: The council will be properly convened only with the presence of at 
least two-thirds of its members, including the chairman or his deputy. If the 
council meeting starts properly constituted, it will continue unless some of the 


members present leave the session chamber. 


Article 26: Keeping in mind any special stipulation, the council's decisions will 
be issued by at least a two-thirds majority of the votes of the members present. 


Section Two - Sessions 
Article 27: Council sessions will not be open to the public and can be attended 


only by the council members, the secretary general and government officials who 
are given permission by the council to attend. 











Article 28: The council will hold four sessions a year during the first weeks of 
January, April, August and October of each year, each session to last no longer 
than 1 week. The order of business in the council will determine the number and 
date of meetings during each session. 


With council approval, a session can be adjourned sine die. Im this event, the 
chairman will set the date for the next session and notify the council members. 


The chairman may summon the council to convene before the date of the session if 
something arises to warrant this. 


Article 29: In conformity with a decision to be issued by the executive council, 
members will have at their disposal at least 30 minutes before the start of a 
session lists to sign attesting to their attendance and other lists to be signed 
after the conclusion of a session. 


Article 30: The session cannot begin without a quorum of at least two-thirds of 
the members present. If it is determined that the legal number is not present 

when it is time for the session to begin, the chairman will delay it for 30 minutes. 
If there is still no quorum at the scheduled time, the chairman will announce ad- 
journment of the session and the time and date for the next one. 


Article 3l: The secretary general will record the minutes of the sessions under 
the supervision of the chairman. These minutes will be signed by the council 
chairman and the secretary general and will be retained in the council secretariat 
general. 


No one but council members may have access to minutes of the sessions. 


Article 32: No member may speak at a session until he has made a request to do so 
and has been granted permission by the chairman. Except for requests for speedy 
completion of reports on subjects referred to council committees, no request can 
be made to speak on an issue referred to a committee until after its report has 
been submitted and enscribed on the ce-ncil's agenda. 


Article 33: There can be no debate of subjects not on the agenda except in 
accordance with a request by the government or the council chairman. 


8389 
CSO: 4404/89 








OMAN 


OIL EXPLORATION AGREEMENT SIGNED WITH TWO JAPANESE COMPANIES 
Muscat ‘UMAN in Arabic 27 Oct 81 p l 


[Article: "Al-Shanfari Signs a New Agreement With Two Japanese Companies For Oil 
Exploration in the Sultanate™] 


[Text] An agreement was signed yesterday morning in the office of Sa'id «sad 
Sa'id al-Shanfari, Minister of Petroleum and Minerals, with the Japanese Nippon 
and (Taikoku) companies granting a concession to explore for oil in the Sultanate. 


The agreement was signed on behalf of the Sultanate by the Minister of Petroleum 
and Minerals, on behalf of the Nippon Company of Mr (Suki Mitsuno) and on behalf 
of the (Taikoku) Company by Mr (Tetsuo Kinoshita). 


The agreement provides that during its 6-year duration the two companies will 
explore for oil in the concession area which lies between Bar al-Hikman and the 
'Affar area and covers an area of 15,000 square kilometers. 


The agreement obliges the two companies to pay $104 million to cover the costs of 
drilling exploratory wells in the concession area. If oil is discovered, the 
Sultanate will get a percentage running from 82.5 to 87 percent, depending on the 
amount of production. 


This agreement is consistent with the directives of H.M. the Sultan to promote and 
intensify efforts to discover more oil fields in the Sultanate by increasing the 
number of companies operating in this arena. This will help to move the wheels of 
progress forward and to achieve the desired goals of development to bring prosperity 
and welibeing to the people and to enable the Sultanate to maintain its notable 
standing among nations. The signing ceremony was attended by H.E. Salim Muhammad 
Sha'ban, undersecretary of the ministry, and senior ministery officials. 


CD 


CD 








PERSIAN GULF AREA 


GULF PETROCHEMICAL INDUSTRIES DISCUSSED 
London 8 DAYS in English No 47, 28 Nov 81 pp 54,55 


[Article by Mike Lyons: "Global Cooperation Takes a Back Seat] 


[Text] ONLY A GLOBAL approach could miti- 
gate the impact of Gault cxaportson the world 
market once production begins later this 
decade. Unfortunately. the regional 
atutude of the industry has led it to respond 
too quickly and tow nervously to the con- 
struction of new plants in the Gulf. These 
were the conclusions drawn by Amir 
Behbehani. deputy manager of Kuwant Pet- 
rochemical Industries. im a recently pub- 
lished paper 

The Arab petrochemical industry has 
only recently emerged as a force to be rech- 
oned with, but nt scems that the established 
producers will have to live «owith this 
development. From the development and 
construction of ammonta and urea plants. 1 
now secks to apply more sophisticated 
technology to the proafuction of petro- 
che micals made from methane and ethane. 
which would otherwise be flared off Such 
expectations may cause comcernm among 
West European producers, but they cannot 
accuse the Arabs of embarking upon 
mmpractical schemes 

Recent changes m construction Timec- 
tables and long study periods reflect the 
Cautiousness and conservatism of the Mid- 
dle Bastern producer. as well) as the 
thoroughness with which projects are 
researched. In January. Sabie announced 
that only one ethylene plant. with a capacity 
of 500.000 tonnes a scar, would be built at 
Jubail to supply the Sabic Dow and Sabic 
Mitsubishi complexes: Onginally . two sepa- 
rate complexes. coch with its own world- 
scale cthivene plant. were planned Nor rs 
this the only caample of Arab caution 

Arab producers have approached the 
EEC and Furopean Petroche neal Assoct- 
ation (EF PCA) with a view to working outa 
mutually acceptable selution on how they 


(2) 


can sell their petrochemicals without 
greatly disrupting already established mar- 
ket patterns. The response from these quar- 
ters has been negligible because. Behbehant 
maintains. the EEC and the EPCA have 
been swayed by arguments to the effect that 
Middle Eastern production is uneconomic, 
thereby relegating the threat to the distant 
future. 

As 2 result, the time might have passed 
when developing and established producers 
could sit down around one table. In the US 
and Western Europe. the recession has led 
to overcapacity, with every producer look- 
ing to its own suivival in a dwindling mar- 
ket. Cooperation has consequently taken a 
back seat, and feelings of insecurity have 
increased as the industry becomes global. 

Canadian producers are proposing to 
increase LdPe (low density polycthylenc} 
capacity from 450,000 tonnes a year to 
1.3m tonnes. which is alarming US produc- 
ers who foresee a huge surplus. Similarly. 
Indonesia and Mexico have ambitious plans 
to get their own petrochemical industries on 
stream by the mid 1980s 

The West Europeans plan to construct 
complexes in Portugal. Greece and the UR. 
and are bemoaning Arab capacity expan- 
sioa — this at a time when there are 20) 
ethylene crackers idle in Europe. 

Behbchani's solution to the current 
fragmentation of the international pet- 
rochemical industry is perhaps too simplis- 
tic. Technology transfer is considered a 
‘good step’. which would enable the indus- 
trial countries to participate in the develop- 
ing regions. Arrangements of this kind are 
difficult to negotiate but the results — avor- 
dance of polarisation and yont dev clop- 
ment of markets — are worth serious con- 
sideration 











The Middle East — present, under construction or approved for construction 
and planned capacities (1,000 MTPY) 


Country Location 
Bahrain Sitra island 
Kuwait Snuaiba 
(Petrocherical) 
industnes) 
Qatar Umm Said 
Saud: Arabia Judai 
(Sabic) 
Saudi Arabia Yanbu 
(Sabic) 

Dammam 
UAE Ruwais 
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Banoco PIC Sabic 


CaF Chime 
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Dow Mitsutd«shi 
Dow 

Mitsubis: 
Exxon 


Celanese Texas Eastern 
Japanese Consortium 
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Ethylene 

EDC 

Styrene 
Ethanol 
Ethylene 

LOPE 

HDPE 

LDPE 

Etnylene Glycol 


(halt to Dow’Sabic) 


LOPE 
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Under or Approved 
for Construction 
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QATAR 


BRIEFS 


INDUSTRIAL, AGRICULTURAL SPENDING DOWN--Qatar announced on QR 8.4 billion ($2.3 
billion) budget for 1981-82 last week, showing a drop of 6.6 per cent from the 
previous year's budget of QR 8.9 billion ($2.6 billion). The largest reduction 
in spending is in industrial and agricultural projects, down to QR 307 million 
($84 million) from QR 3 billion ($811 million) in 1980-81. While no official 
explanation for the sharp decline was given, it can be attributed to the comple- 
tion this year of several large industrial projects begun in previous years. 

No new large turnkey projects are scheduled for the new financial year, which 
begar on October 28, with the new Islamic year. Part of the budget's alloca- 
tion to the industrial and agricultural sectors will go to the construction of 
two organic fertilizer plants. Other projects involve the development of crude 
oil and gas resources by the Qatar General Petroleum Corporation. Allocations 
to other sectors, however, showed a 41 per cent increase over those of the last 
budget, with QR 5.2 billion($1.4 billion) going for electricity, water and sewer- 
age works ($641 million), transport, communications and roads ($290.1 million), 
social services ($160.8 million), education ($212.8 million), and health ($62.7 
million). This year's 6.6 per cent reduction in the budget contrasts markedly 
with the 21.6 per cent increase in 1980-81 when compared to the 1979-80 budget. 
[Text] [Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English No 47, 23 Nov 81 p 3] 


FERTILIZER PLANTS--Qatar is to build two organic fertiliser plants. The plants 
will be financed as part of an $84m allocation for development in the industrial 
and agricultural sectors. The allocation will also be used to finance the 

Qatar General Petroleum Corporation's projects to develop crude oil and natural 
gas resources. [Text] [London 8 DAYS in English No 47, 28 Nov 81 p 56] 
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TUNISIA 


NECESSITY OF NATIONAL FRuNT OUTLINED 
Tunis AL-RA'Y in Arabic 20 Oct 81 p 1 


[Text] A delegation from our movement has asserted to the head of the state that 
the various political and intellectual opposition groups in our country--from the 
Socialist Democrats to the Islamists and from the Popular Unity Movement [MUP] to 
the communists--have all adopted a clear national position. The delegation also 
proposed to the head of the state the formation of a national front encompassing 
the various groups and the Destourian Socialist Party*. 


This took place on the morrow of the attack on the city of Qafsah 20 months ago. 
The national front proposed at the time was intended to combine all the national 
forces in order to confront any external aggression and to win the battle of de- 
velopment. 


Since then, AL-RA'Y has frequently called for formation of the front and has pub- 
lished its frontpage with the bannerline: "National Front With the [Destourian] 
Party or Popular Front Without Fy 


Brother Hasib ibn ‘Ammar visited the head of the state on 6 August 1981 and ex- 
pressed to him his opinion on several issues, including the need to create a na~- 
tional front consisting of the various political groups that abide by the na- 
tionai charter. 


Finally, on occasion of the legislative elections, we have addressed a message to 
the secretary general of the Destourian Socialist Party in which we have said: 
"Tt is not beneficial to have the declared front confined, especially in this 
delicate phase through which the country is passing, to the Destourian Socialist 
Party and the Tunisian General Federation of Labor fUGTT]. The interest lies in 
a national coalition which includes, in addition to the party and the federation, 
the national groups that abide by the national charter advocated by President 
Habib Bourguiba in the party's latest congress." 


It thus becomes evident that we have been calling for a national front, a real 
national front, for a long time. This choice is firm to us and we have worked 
resolutely to embody it. Whoever believes that our proposal is due to circumstan- 
tial motives is wrong. 





¥We did not propose the Federation of Workers at the time because of the presence 
of [word unintelligible] at its head. 
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Why this clinging to the idea of the national front? 


It is because our movement has analyzed the country's procession in the two preced- 
ing decades objectively, beginning with the reasons for the failure of the social- 
ist option in the first decade and ending with the consequences of the policy em 
braced in the second decade and with the incidents of 26 January 1978 and the inci- 
dents of Qafsah in January 1980. The movement has also analyzed the conditions of 
the Tunisian society and the vast gap between the country's resources and the popu- 
lation's aspirations. The movement has further analyzed Tunisia's position in this 
part o.; the Mediterranean Sea and all the analyses have led us to the conclusion 
that our country cannot meet its citizen's needs and realize its goals, and even 
safeguard its sovereignty and its entity, unless it relies on uniting the capabil- 
ities of all its citizens, regardless of how different their views and their theo- 
ries are. 


We believe that there can be no stability as long as the Destourian Socialist Party 
monopolizes the political power, that there can be no revival as long as we depend 
on foreign monies more than we rely on our capability and that there can be no im- 
pregnability as long as we depend on foreign aircraft more than we depend on the 
strength of our domestic front. : 


We have written this and said it frequently to the officials in our country's gov- 
ernment apparatus and to some officials in the opposition ranks. How quickly do 
they forget the lessons of the past and of its crises! They are incapable of sur- 
mounting selfishness and subsidiary differences and incapable of clinging to that 
which unites all and to national unity. 


As for us, the path is clear before us. We will continue to struggle in order to 
embcdy a real national front, even if in stages, because Tunisia's safety is bound 
to this front. 


8494 
cso: 4504/33 
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TUNISIA 





NEGATIVE, POSITIVE ASPECTS CF COMING LEGISLATIVE ELECTIONS DISCUSSED 
Tunis AL-RA'Y in Arabic 20 Oct 81 p l 
[Article: "What Is Use of Elections"] 


[Text] Many citizen wonders what benefit can be derived from the premature legis- 
lative elections which will be held next month. What is the use of these elec- 
tions when the competition will be between a front whose members enjoy all the 
rights and one of whose members, namely the Destourian [Constituticnal ] Party, 
runs all of the state's and administration's affairs on the one hand and rising 
political inclinations that have not yet enjoyed their simplest rights on the 
other? 


From the start, we should not be deceived. The elections will not be truly demo- 
cratic because they have excluded some tendencies [groups] which are still suffer- 
ing from oppression and because it is impossible to change overnight the mentality 
and practices of the officials at the various levels who have monopolized the gov- 
ernment throughout a quarter century, regardless of the instructions issued by 
the higher authority. Therefore, the next National Assembly will not reflect a 
true image of the Tunisian people. 


Despite all this, these elections are not void of positive aspects: 


First, for the first time in 18 years, the voter can elect from various lists and 
numerous political tendencies. 


Second, these elections provide an invaluable opportunity which, in principle, 
will enable a number of the tendencies to establish direct contact with the popu- 
lar masses and to familiarize these masses with themselves and their programs. 


Third, when the lists become numerous in the election campaign, the election 
process will be tantamount to training on democracy. 


Fourth, these elections may make it possible to make a stride on the path of 
multiplicity if one of the parties running in the elections wins the required 
number of votes (5 percent). 


Fifth, even though the National Assembly will not be a true reflection of the 


-people, it is also expected that it will not be similar to the previous assemblies. 
which have become famous for their unanimous voting. The political tendencies 


94 





[groups ] running in the elections may be represented, even though not fairly. 
This representation will be tantamount to a podium which will enable them to famil- 


iarize with their positions toward the national issues. 


Moreover, inasmuch as the National Assembly represents the people, and is respect~ 
able, it will carry some weight in running the country's affairs. This is one of 
the fundamental conditions which must be secured so that the country's impregna- 
bility may be entrenched on sound foundations. 


States are made by their lasting constitutional institutions not by their transient 
men. 


8494 
CSO: 4504/33 END 
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